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The Tropicana Hotel, Casino and Country Club 
invites you to stay and play on your next 
Las Vegas visit. 


Our Friendly hosts and staff are at your service. 


Toby Di Cesare Frank Hernandez 
George Bedich Luigi Picone Dean Flurry 
Carmen ‘‘Minnie’’ Cardillo Del Fullwood 
Nick Nikopoulos Jim Lewis 


1-800-634-6716 


WE TREAT YOU LIKE A WINNER™ 
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A Ramada Resort and Casino 


3801 Las Vegas Blvd. South, Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 
(702) 739-2222 
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EDITORIAL 


THANK YOU MR. HOGAN AND MR. FLAIR 


Pro wrestling is sweeping the nation. Rock stars and television 
celebrities flock to it. ABC and NBC have done 3 specials on it. 
Closed-circuit spectaculars such as Wrestle Mania and Starcade 
83, 84 and ’85 were all great successes. 20 million Americans 
watch it over cable and 12.9 million attend the live matches. Pro- 
fessional wrestling has finally come into its own. 


The resurgence began in 1983, when diehards like Bruno 
Sammartino and Verne Gagne were upstaged by the charismatic 
and flamboyant Hulk Hogan and Ric Flair. Outstanding athletes 
and articulate showmen, Flair and Hogan bridged the gap be- 
tween insiders and outsiders. With the new NWA and WWE 
champions, you didn’t have to know a wristlock from an armbar 
to enjoy the sport. More than the appearances of outside stars, 
Hogan and Flair actually sparked the new rapid interest. 
WRESTLING EYE is proud to present this dynamic duo head-to- 
head in our premiere issue. 


The History of Women’s Wrestling is another feature we’re 
very happy with. We hope you will enjoy the wide selection of 
photos provided by the Dean of Wrestling Photographers, Gene 
Gordon. 


In the future WRESTLING EYE will persevere, bringing you the 
truth on today’s hottest mat stars. Unlike the competition, we 
present facts over fiction. 


Till the next issue, 
THE EDITORS 





Mike Bellew 
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Profile Of A Champion 


by Ed Garea 


Picture yourself at any arena 
in the WWF. The time has arrived 
for the main event: a World’s 
Title Match. The opponent 
reaches the ring first toa 
chorus of boos. He scowls at 
the crowd as he readies himself 
for the champion. Suddenly you 
hear the familiar music, “Eye of 
the Tiger,” and you know 
they’re playing the champion’s 
theme music. The crowd roars, 
you make out a huge blond 
figure with an enormous title 
belt around his waist. Yes, it is 
none other than Hulk Hogan, 
WWF Champ extraordinaire. He 
enters the ring, points to the 
crowd, then points to his oppo- 
nent. Hulk then proceeds to 
tear the T-shirt from his torso. 
Now we are finally ready for ac- 
tion. After about nine or ten 
minutes of furious action we 
see the famous leg bomb of 
Hogan, and the opponent is van- 
quished. The crowd explodes as 
Hogan is declared the winner. 
The Champ responds by posing 
for the multitude. 

There is no explaining the 
unique appeal of Hulk Hogan. 
Until recently, he was a quiet, 
sullen heel of whom no one 
would have predicted such a 
future. But a lucky break enabled 
him to exploit his natural 
talents and become the ulti- 
mate Yuppie hero. It wasn’t 
always this way. Hogan was a 
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rock musician (a decent bass 
guitar player) who indulged in 
bodybuilding as a hobby. Dis- 
covered playing guitar at a 
Tampa nightclub, he was con- 
vinced that there was more 
money to be made in the world 
of professional wrestling, if he 
could stand the punishment. 
Never one to back away from a 
challenge, Hogan accepted. 
Teamed with brother Eddie, 
they quickly made a name for 
themselves in the Memphis 
area. But it wasn’t sustaining 
and Hulk moved on to the 
Georgia area. Again he was only 
modestly successful, his size 
(6'7", almost 300 pounds) be- 
ing his most impressive attri- 
bute. Despite his mediocre 
climb, he nonetheless caught 
the eye of Vince McMahon who 
brought him into the WWF, 
complete with manager Freddie 
Blassie to do the talking. He 
was an immediate hit. His size 
and strength overwhelmed his 
early opponents. But once 
again, Hogan got off to a good 
start only to see it level off. He 
never received the expected title 
shot against then champion 
Bob Backlund at Madison 
Square Garden. In the WWF, a 
wrestler is not really big time 
unless he can face the champ 
at the Garden; everyone watches 
the Garden results. 

Hogan’s biggest win at the 


Garden was a submission vic- 
tory over Ted DiBiase, the 
former WWF North American 
(now Known as the Interconti- 
nental Title) Title holder. Then 
came the celebrated feud with 
Andre the Giant. This feud 
lasted a few months but never 
produced the expected fire- ° 
works, and Hogan quietly left 
the area. 

But now came the really big 
break, the break that was to 
take Hulk Hogan from wrestling 
fame to world-wide fame. 
Hogan had returned from a 
WWF tour of Japan to finda 
casting call waiting for him. It 
seems that Sylvester Stallone 
had caught Hogan on a Cable- 
cast of the Madison Square 
Garden matches and decided 
Hogan was perfect to play the 
role of wrestling champion 
Thunderlips in the next chapter 
of the Rocky saga, Rocky III. At 
first Hogan thought it was a 
joke, but soon realized that 
Stallone was dead serious. The 
movie was, like the two pre- 
ceding Rocky movies, a big hit, 
and Hogan found his popularity 
at an all-time peak. He soon 
entered the AWA, but with one 
major change. This time he 
decided to abide by the rules 
instead of breaking them. This 
was a wise choice in light of 
the new-found popularity gained 
from the role of Thunderlips. 











Mr. Muscle — Hulk Hogan 











Hogan gets a tight grip on an opponent’s arm. 


A new Hulk Hogan as born. 
Nothing he did was wrong. He 
became the “Hulkster” and his 
fans became “Hulkamaniacs.” 
Wherever he appeared was 
“Hulk Country”, and it all 
belonged to him. This time he 
hit new heights in the ring, ac- 
tually cornering AWA champion 
Nick Bockwinkle in a series of 
matches. But try as he might, 
the Hulk was never successful 
in relieving Bockwinkle of the 
AWA belt. Bockwinkle, a tricky 
veteran of the ring, saved his title 
again and again with any trick 
possible, leaving a frustrated 
Hogan to fume quietly. Bock- 
winkle spent the rest of his 
time avoiding any further title 
matches with Hogan, frus- 
trating the challenger even 
more. Hogan had clearly hit the 
end of the line in the AWA. 

Events were rapidly shifting 
in the WWF. Koshrow Vaziri, 
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the Iron Sheik from Iran, suc- 
ceeded in capturing the WWF 
belt from Bob Backlund when 
Backlund’s manager, Arnold 
Skoaland, threw in the towel 
rather than see Backlund 
punished any further in the 
Sheik’s dreaded “Camel 
Clutch”. Backlund was granted 
a re-match, but for reasons still 
unclear to this author was re- 
placed at the last minute by 
Hogan, back in the WWF. The 
accepted story was that Back- 
lund, who wrestled injured 
against Vaziri when he dropped 
the belt, was not in 100% con- 
dition to fight again. But what- 
ever the reason, Hogan got his 
shot and was determined to 
make the most of it. And most 
of it he did, even attacking 
Vaziri before the bell. Hogan 
dominated the early part of the 
match, seemingly bouncing the 
Sheik around at will. But he 


a 


missed a tackle and hit the ring 
post instead. This was all Vaziri 
needed. Now it was the Sheik’s 
turn to bounce Hogan around. 
But whatever the Sheik tried, 
Hogan was more than up for 
the occasion. Whether a salto 
throw or a Boston crab, Hogan 


always found the strength to 


escape. But then it happened, 
the Sheik applied his favorite 
finishing hold, the Camel 
Clutch; the same hold that did 
in Backlund. No one had ever 
escaped from this hold. The 
minutes seemed like hours as 
Hogan strained under the pres- 
sure. But slowly, incredibly, 
Hogan began to power out. He 
reached his feet with the Sheik 
on his back. Thinking quickly, 
Hogan ran the Sheik into the 
corner turnbuckle and stunned 
him. Bouncing off the ropes, 
Hogan applied his finishing 
hold, the leg bomb, and three 


Photos by Mike O'Hara 


Mr. Cool — Hulk Hogan 





seconds later, there was a new 
WWF champion. 

Since gaining the title, 
Hogan has defended it against 
some of the toughest wrestlers 
in the business. His first 
Garden defense was against 
none other than Paul “Mr. Won- 
derful’’ Orndorff. This match 
was won by Hogan on a count- 
out. Other opponents have in- 
cluded David Schultz, Big John 
Studd, Greg Valentine, Ken 
Patera, the Masked Superstar, 
and the most recent opponent, 
Don Muraco. 

While Hogan has been a 
busy and charismatic cham- 
pion, how does he compare 
with the WWF champions of 
the past? If we are talking 
about technical skill, then not 
very favorably. Hogan is nota 
polished wrestler. His forte is 
actually brawling. But then, 
none of his opponents have 
wrestled like Frank Gotch 
either. But Hogan is actually 
the first WWF champ to place 
style before substance. No one 
really cares if he can wrestle; 
he just looks good not doing it. 
We know by now that win or 
lose, Mr. Hogan will treat us to 
a pose-down. But we also know 
tht he will give us non-stop ac- 
tion from beginning to end; he 
never quits, either on his oppo- 
nent, or on his fans. 

One other drawback to 
Hogan’s style is not actually 
his fault. That is his size. It is 
most difficult to find a suitable 
opponent because the better 
wrestlers are so much smaller 
than he. And so we have had a 
parade of behemoths enter the 
ring. Can the public. support 
such mismatches forever? Only 
time will tell. 

The biggest threat to 
Hogan’s reign is not a particu- 
lar opponent, but rather a town 
called Hollywood. Currently in 
demand as an actor, he has 
recently completed a pilot called 
“Goldie and the Bears”’ for 
ABC. If the ratings are good, 
the series has a chance of be- 
ing added to ABC’s Fall sched- 
ule. That, more than any oppo- 
nent, will Knock the champ out 
of the ring. Should that happen, 
there are a lot of wrestlers who 
will be breathing easier. 
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RIC FLAIR 








The True World’s Champion ? 


by Mike Bellew 


While the less-informed ex- 
toll the virtues of showman 
Hulk Hogan, the more astute 
fans are impressed with the 
hard work displayed by NWA 
champ Ric Flair. His scheduled 
defenses in Canada, New Zeéa- 
land, Australia, Barbados and 
the Orient make him the one 
and only world’s heavyweight 
wrestling champion. Sole credit 
for the current boom in pro 
wrestling must go whole- 
heartedly to Ric Flair. 

After all, wasn’t Starcade '83 
(which headlined Flair regain- 
ing the belt from Harley Race) 


_ 


Ric Flair is one of the most powerfully built wrestlers of all time. He can bench press 500 pounds. 


the actual cable forerunner of 
the 1985 Wrestle Mania? Like- 
wise Flair, unlike the WWF 
champion, draws no lines 
against who he will wrestle. 
Past opponents like Sat. 
Slaughter are forced to be- 
grudgingly praise the contro- 
versial titleholder. ‘‘l beat the 
Sheik and Piper, Bob Orton and 
Hogan wouldn’t give mea 
chance. Flair was the only 
champ willing to put his belt 
up,’ Slaughter said. (Ric keot 
his title over the ex-Marine, 
when Slaughter threw the 
champ over the top rope). 





The son of a Minneapolis 
doctor and his opera-virtuoso 
wife, Ric was born on February 
25, 1951. He attended both prep 
school and the University of 
Minnesota. Higher education 
didn’t hold Flair’s attention and 
he left school after two years 
to sell insurance. In prep 
school, he was a two-time All- 
State selection in football 
(1966, 1967). Flair was twice 
Wisconsin State Wrestling 
Champion (1967, 1968) and 
twice Midwest Prep Conference. 
shot put champion (1967, 1968). 
At college, Flair’s roommate 
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Flair has Steamboat clearly under control with this shoulder lock. The champion has had 
trouble with young wrestlers like Steamboat, Von Erich and Billy Haynes. 


and Olympic weight lifter, Ken 
Patera, suggested Ric join him 
in a pro wrestling try-out offered 
by AWA head Verne Gagne. 

“I’ve always been wrapped 
up in football and wrestling,” 
recalled Flair in a past televi- 
sion interview. ‘“‘When Ken 
signed up in the Gagne pro- 
gram, | had the opportunity and 
jumped at it.” 

His prowess as a wrestler 
has come from his strength. He 
can bench press 500 Ibs., squat 
600 Ibs. and deadlift 650 Ibs. 
Cocky to a point of being rude, 
Flair maintains a good wrestler 
must be both an athlete and 
public spokesman. “If you are 
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going to be a winner, the image 
has to be you. If you’ve got 
something that turns people on 
that brings out the gut reaction 
which superstars of all sports 
try to bring out of the specta- 
tors, then they’re going to 
come and see you.”’ 

He won the NWA crown, for 
the first of four times, on Sept. 
17, 1981 from Dusty Rhodes. 
Until then Flair had been the 
Mid-Atlantic titleholder with im- 
posing victories over Paul 
Jones, Angelo Mosca, Gene 
and Ole Anderson. ‘‘Nobody 
wanted to wrestle me. | remem- 
ber how it was trying to get 
either Race or Rhodes to match 


Photos by Gene Gordon 


me. | was constantly being 
overlooked and passed over. At 
one point, | even considered 
returning to the AWA.” Against 
Rhodes, Flair overwhelmed the 
defending champion. Dusty’s 
Texan spinning toehold was no 
match for Ric’s figure-4 leg 
lock. In the Starcade ’84 _ 
rematch, Flair retained the 
world title when referee Joe 
Frazier stopped Rhodes from 
continuing. The ex-boxing 
champion ended the match due 
to a massive laceration above 
Rhodes’ eyes. The heavy flow 
of blood cascading down Dusty’s 
face made him practically 
blind. 


June 10, 1983. 


Aside from defending the 
NWA title around the globe, 
Flair has also attempted to 
unify the WWF and NWAA titles. 
Three years ago in Atlanta, 
Flair took on then WWF champ 
Bob Backlund. The match ended 
in a one-hour draw with neither 
belt being exchanged. 

On June 10, 1983, the blond 
battler was defeated for the ti- 
tle by former six-times world 
champ Harley Race. For Race, 
it was simply a matter of being 
in the right place at the right 
time. Most fans assumed the 
hectic championship pace had 
predictably caught up to Flair. 
No one was about to write off 


Flair drops-in on the Steamboat. Ric first won the NWA heavyweight championship on 





this talented competitor for one 
loss in St. Louis. At the post- 
match press conference, Flair 
even praised the new title- 
holder. ‘Race was, and is, a 
hell of a wrestler,” said Ric. 
“Any man who can persevere 
to win seven NWA titles has 
truly achieved greatness. | have 
to hand it to the man, he put up 
a tough fight and beat me fair 
and square.” 

After a brief vacation with his 
family, Flair was back and look- 
ing for a rematch. “| will wrestle 
Race again,’”’ exclaimed the 
disposed champion. “After we 
finish, Race’s championship 
win-loss record will be even at 





seven and seven. He and | both 
know | am the better man.” 

Race did know full well who 
the ‘better man’ was. The grey- 
ing champion offered a $25,000 
bounty to anyone who could 
incapacitate Flair. The ruthless 
duo of Cowboy Bob Orton and 
Dick Slater sidelined the chal- 
lenger for a few weeks with a 
near fatal neck injury. It was 
only a temporary setback and 
Flair continued to stalk Race 
for a rematch. On November 24, 
1983, Ric got his wish. Harley 
Race had agreed to face Flair 
in a steel cage match in what 
would become the first of two 
‘Supercade’ shows. A crowd of 
18,000 in the Greensboro Col- 
iseum and a closed circuit au- 
dience across the South watched 
Flair regain the belt from Race. 
Flair also won and lost the 
NWA title to Race in Auckland 
and Wellington, New Zealand. 
Race beat Flair by two falls on 
March 19 and again by the 
same margin of two falls to one 
on March 20th, 1984. However, 
before returning to the United 
States, Flair was able to retake 
Race. 

This third reign as champion 
was short for Flair. On May 6, 
1984, Texan superstar Kerry 
Von Erich beat Flair for the 
belt. In the grueling struggle at 
the Texas Stadium — before 
43,000 fans — Kerry wrestled a 
classic victory over the NWA 
champ. With temperatures be- 
tween 102°-105°, Flair, in this 
rare no-disqualification match, 
just couldn’t hold off the in- 
spired youngster. Kerry had 
dedicated the match to his late 
brother David. The end came at 
the 25:42 mark with Von Erich 
catching Flair in a rolling-crad- 
die pin. Von Erich’s rule lasted 
just 18 days. While on tour in 
the Orient, a once again deter- 
mined ex-champion defeated 
Von Erich on May 24, in Tokyo, 
Japan. Since then, Von Erich 
and Flair have wrestled many 
times with Ric just barely re- 
maining champion. 

Today, Flair remains a true 
champion in the NWA tradition. 
His challengers are turned 
away at a steady pace either by 
pin, submission, draw or dis- 
qualification. 
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The 10 Meanest Wrestlers 


On Earth 


ie - 
. ll 


° z 
be Sogo Ma 8 


Andre the Giant vs. Kimala 
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Kimala puts his best fist forward against 


ADDEST 
OF THE 


lt was no pleasure compiling 
this endless list of villainy. 
These bully boys are 
wrestling’s top creators of 
mayhem and senseless vio- 
lence. Rules mean nothing to 
these mighty grapplers. They 
are the best of the worst. If you 
aren't pleased with our selec- 
tion, or if you feel we missed 
someone, please let us know. 
Remember, we are here to let 
the wrestlers and promoters 
know what you think of them. 


Here are our 10 meanest 
wrestlers: 
KIMALA — the Ugandan Giant 
— This 360 pound African war- 
rior was brought to the United 
States by manager Scandor 
Akbar... Akbar claims ‘Kimala 
is the most powerful wrestler in 
history’... Has no scientific 
skills and gets by on his 
strength and size... Raw know- 
how, coupled with the will to 
win... Barrel-chested with limbs 
as thick as tree trunks... On 
the East Coast, Kimala was 
guided by manager Freddie 
Blassie. In the AWA, Billy 
Robinson takes command... Has 
brawled with Andre the Giant 
several times with neither man 
winning a distinct victory... Also 
knows as the ‘Congo Terror’... 
Prefers not to train, rather he 
saves up his power for actual 
bouts... Is reported to have 
been a cannibal while living in 
the Congo... Embroiled ina 
bloody feud with Sgt. Slaughter... 
One of the highest paid wres- 
tlers in the world. 


GORGEOUS JIMMY GARVIN — 
Small only in comparison to 
super-heavyweights like Kimala 
or King Kong Bundy... Makes 
up what he lacks in physical 
size with meanness and trea- 
chery... The dark side of the 
Garvin family, Jimmy is naturally 
sadistic... Breaks every rule he 
can... Could probably win his 
matches if he followed the 
rules... Assisted by his beautiful 
blond valet, Precious. Before tak- 
ing up with Precious, Garvin used 
Chris Adams’ ex-valet, Sun- 
shine... Jimmy has failed to 
win the NWA and AWA titles 
from Rick Martel, Ric Flair and 
Harley Race... Weighs only 225 
lbs... Has beaten many top 
stars including Jim Brunzell, 
Chris Adams and Curt 
Henning... Garvin was born in 
Florida, but started wrestling in 
Texas... Picked by many ex- 
perts as the man most likely to 
win the AWA crown from Rick 
Martel... Favorite hold is the 
Atomic Knee-Drop. 





— 


Gorgeous Jimmy and his precious valet, Precious 


KING KONG BUNDY — A huge, 
shapeless blob of ugly flesh. 
Bundy weighs 430 pounds and 
stands a full 6’5"... Heis 
managed by skinny Jimmy Hart 
and takes orders like a mind- 
less robot... Won many fans 
when he teamed with the Masked 
Superstar to drive the Road 
Warriors out of the NWA... Best 
maneuvers are the Big Splash 
and backbreaker... In his New 
York debut Bundy impressed 
everyone, pinning journeyman 
S.D. Jones in 43 seconds... 
Clearly, doesn’t believe in 
physical fitness or dieting... 
Awesome natural power coupled 
with surprising speed... Bundy 
causes havoc and trouble 
wherever he wrestles... Biggest 
wins have been over Jos LeDuc 
and the Road Warriors... Active 
in a number of different 
sports... Will soon challenge 
WWE champ, Hulk Hogan. 


mS 


— 


——_ s 





A true beatywelakt King Kong Bundy relaxes before a riatcht 
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KEVIN SULLIVAN — Nice guy Evil Kevin Sullivan goes to work on the neck nerves of Brett Hart 


fofeyal-melarere)anecelit-le) haz (e(ele lam 

A fan favorite, Sullivan was es- 
pecially popular with female 
fans. Changed when he became 
involved with satanic devil- 
worshippers... Small for a top 
wrestler, Kevin is only 5’10”... 
Very dangerous.,. Kevin claims 
at-Meodat-tale(-le Mal i-w-iel (=) an dh ilem-ja l= 
after tag-team partner, Mike 


Graham, left him for Dusty : 

Rhodes. Others believe his a 
change was due to his female Se 
advisor, Fallen Angel... Majored tte 


Tale o)a'Ac}ier-tmreleler-tacelamdalli- mis 
college... Beat ‘Superstar’ 
Graham in a brutal bullrope 
match... Makes full use of his 
illegal arsenal... Is also an ex- 
pert in Kung Fu, Karate and the 
@Totoi 0] } ervmm =1-1-) an '1-1-1 010) aioe leo mm al) 
j{t {eo mes alojom com dal-m el-(e]. qe) meal= 
head and nerve-holds. 













RANDY ‘MACHO MAN’ SAVAGE 
— Played pro baseball with the 
Chicago White Sox. Led the 
Florida State League in home 
runs and RBI's... He is the first 
professional baseball player to 
become a professional wrestler 
... At 6‘'2” and 235 pounds, 
Savage has all the tools a 


Randy Savage vs. Ron Sexton 


champion needs... Started 
training with weights and won 
several physique contests, 
including Mr. Kentucky, Mr. 
Hoosier State and Mr. Tennessee 
.. Won the ICW heavyweight ti- 
tle in Halifax, Nova Scotia in 
1979... Is the son of former 
wrestling great, Angelo. 


Poffo... Can wrestle by the 
rules, but prefers rule 
breaking... Favorite holds are 
the Pile Driver and Elbow 
Drop... Has beaten such power- 
ful rivals as Bob Orton Jr., Ron- 
nie Garvin, The Sheik, Ox Baker 
and Pistol Pez Whately... One 
of the greatest all-around today. 
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BIG JOHN STUDD — Learned 
to wrestle at the Killer Kowalski 
school in Reading, MA... The 
6'11”, 360 pound Studd is 
simply awesome.. Had a stand- 
ing offer of $50,000 to anyone 
who could bodyslam him. So 
far, only Andre the Giant has 
won the money... Studd is ob- 
sessed with retiring Andre. “I’m 
the tallest wrestler in the 
world,” says Studd. “Andre isa 
freak and freaks don’t count.”’... 
Was one of the first to chal- 
lenge newly-crowned Hulk 
Hogan... Studd’s only weak- 
ness is that he depends too 
much on his power alone... 
Prefers to wrestle alone but 
has teamed with Ken Patera for 
an occasional match... Studd 
has beaten the very best, in- 
cluding Bruiser Brody, Rocky 
Johnson and Jimmy ‘Superfly’ 
Snuka... He has wrestled in 
some parts as Chuck O’Connor 
and is one of wrestling’s big- 
gest attractions... Could be 
WWF champion by 1986. 
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Nasty Larry Zybszko about to jolt his former trainer, advisor and close 
friend, Bruno Sammartino. Larry trained with Bruno from the age of 12. 


Larry Zbyszko (R) with buddy Killer Brooks 


LARRY ZYBYSZKO — Vicious 
and mean... ‘If anyone knows 
how to break the rules, it’s 
me’... No one in wrestling can 
trust this treacherous rule 
breaker... Uses every foul trick 
in the book... Started out with 
WWF champ Bruno Sammar- 
tino. The champ trained and 
treated Zbyszko as if he was 
his own son. Larry paid Bruno 
back by attacking him with a 
chair on national television... 
From there, Larry went 
downhill. Failed to win the 
WWF title from Sammartino or 
Bob Backlund... He got so des- 
perate for a title that he paid 
Killer Brook to win Orndorff’s 
National title... Claims to be 
the ‘New Living Legend’ but 


has yet to prove it... Remains 


one of the most savage of all 
rule-breakers... Has the physi- 
cal and mental attributes to 
become a world champion... 
Continues his feud with Bruno 
Sammartino to son Dave Sam- 
martino... Best maneuvers are 
the bearhug and dropkick. 





ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER — 
Wial-meleli(-1-) are) mm dai- mle] h AU a tole) 
oxsprey Vololelit-lsmasiom =10hcolat-) ants 
just plain dangerous... Pro- 
moters have tried, often, to get 
ter this madman banned... Born in 
the Sudan... Sickens fans by 
| eating, raw, uncooked chickens 
Ese at ringside... His wars with Er- 
nie Ladd, Terry Funk and Car- 
oy>m @fe) (o)aie-tc-mr-lanle)ale mm tal~ 
ugliest bouts in history... The 
her has used forks and 
ar ™ el-1are]| Emm Come) (elolohvar-\nle mm cole) 

_ 7 foes... At least rs old, 
Abdullah shows ne ahi 
slowing down... Recently 
returned from the Mideast, 
where he wrestled for the 
Universal Championship... Bills 
himself as the ‘Meanest Man in 
Wrestling’... Has issued an 
‘-- fo} el=1amesar-Uii-iale(-m com melee 

; Holmes for a wrestler vs. boxer 
match. — 
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Roddy Piper vs. Rocky ‘Soulman’ Johnson 
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S ‘More mouth — 
gelse, Piper 
5 to get under 
VS skin.. Born in 


Glasgow, Scotland. Left home 
oxer-wrestler... 


at 16, a 167-IDVE 

First pro match at that age in 
Winnipeg, Canada, lost to 320 
lb. Larry Henning in 10 
seconds... After he lost 75% of 
his hearing in his left ear dur- 
ing a bout with Greg Valentine, 
mal X=1am Ol=1el-tameleliaremiatiziadi-\ is) 
while his ear healed... Piper 
travels with Cowboy Bob Orton 
as his bodyguard.... Made 
Wig=t-3 dilate Mm alt-}ce)a'aulamalicme-(e 
team match against Hulk 

im Loler- (a r- (ale M1 oun My Wan -Yol Tole] c= 
wrestler with just a lot of per- 
sonality... His ‘Piper’s Pit’ seg- 
anlJa) au arctomol-lele)aal-Me)atclameialel=)-ic 
able because of his use of vul- 
gar and racial remarks... Fa- 
mous for wearing his kilts into 
the ring. 




















The Magnificent One in all his glory, as he strangles fan favorite Pedro Morales. 

















DON MURACO — Nicknamed 
the ‘Magnificent One’ for his 
awesome size and strength... 
Spent his high school years on 
the beaches of California, 
Hawaii and Florida. Won 
several state championships as 
a surfer... Turned to wrestling 
in 1972, after a stab at pro foot- 
ball. ““Team sports just don’t 
appeal to me,” said Muraco... 
At 6’4” and 285 Ibs., he is 


among the most powerful wres- 


tlers in the sport... Can easily 
break a grown man’s ribs with 
his vise-like bearhug... Fined 
$500, and suspended for 30 
days in Florida for carrying a 
set of brass knuckles in his 
tights... Won the Inter-Conti- 
nental title from Pedro Morales 
and lost the belt to Tito San- 
tanta. Muraco has won other 
state and regional titles in- 
cluding the United States 
title... Has come within inches 
of defeating WWF champions 
Hulk Hogan and Bob Backlund. 
Both were lucky to keep their 
titles by disqualifications... 
Managed on the East Coast by 
Mr. Fuji, who claims to have 
taught him the sadistic part of 
pro wrestling and the Oriental 
philosophy... Don’s ongoing 
feud with Jimmy ‘Superfly’ 
Snuka is world famous. 
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Bring On The Books!! 


THE PICTORIAL HISTORY OF 
WRESTLING (subtitled: THE 
GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLY) 
published by Gallery Books and 
written by Bert Sugar and 
George Napolitano, is a very 
misleading book. The title im- 
plies you’re in for a photo- 
graphic treat. A review of every- 
thing from the glorious days of 
Frank Gotch and George 
Hackenschmidt to the present 
stars of Hogan, Flair and the 
Von Erichs. Instead, what you 
get are only the top stars of to- 
day. Why then the title ‘Pic- 
torial History?’ Your guess is as 
good as mine. The only true 
pictorial history on the sport re- 
mains Grame Kent’s PIC- | 
TORIAL HISTORY published in 
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the late 60’s. 

The photos by George 
Napolitano are good to great. 
Some shots are outstanding, 
while others like the single pic- 
ture of Rick Martel are a poor 
choice. Likewise, many of 
these photos have already ap- 
peared in MAIN EVENT, RING- 
SIDE and WRESTLING SCENE. 
The brief passages on each 
wrestler are vague and don’t 
really bring out any new facts 
or information. The entire sec- 
tion on Women’s Wrestling 
covers only two written pages. 
Only Moolah, Judy Martin, Vet- 
vet McIntyre and Wendi Richter 
are listed. : 

| wouldn't dislike this book 


so much if it weren't for the de- 





ceptive title. It’s like buying a 
ticket to see Ric Flair and get- 
ting Eddie Manfield. 

INSIDE PRO WRESTLING 
and HOW TO REFEREE PRO- 
FESSIONAL WRESTLING (avail- 
able only by mail from USA 
BOOKS, BOX 18201, Denver, 
Colorado 80218) are remarkable 
works. Written by Champ 
Thomas, a professional boxer, 
wrestler and promoter, these 
texts provide interesting infor- 
mation and plenty of surprises. 
Champ’s candid explanations 
of the inner workings are a 
welcome change from the 
usual superficial references. If 
you plan on becoming a pro 
wrestler then both books are 
for you. 





Champ Thomas pulls no 
punches as he provides photo- 
graphic step-by-step demon- 
strations of the headlock, 
Standing wristlock and others. 
You'll learn a lot from these 
books. 

HULKAMANIA (subtitled; 
HULK HOGAN, AMERICA’S 
HERO — Pocket Books) has a 
few major problems. This unof- 
ficial photo-bio by Abbot Neil is 
loaded with action photos and 
enormous errors. “California 
created Terry Jean Bollette... ”’ 
At least that’s what this book 
claims. The Hulkster spells his 
last name Bollea, not Bollette. 
In addition, Terry is from Tampa, 
Florida, not California. “The man 
who convinced Hogan to try pro- 


fessional wrestling, Freddie 
Blassie...’’ No way, Jack Brisco 
booked Hogan into his first 
bouts. Other mistakes include 
“In 1972, he (the Iron Sheik) 
won a gold medal representing 
Iran in the Munich Olympics.” 
Wrong, the Sheik was in 
America in 1972, helping Allen 
Rice train the US Greco-Roman 
squad. A little more research 
could have saved this book. 
Elsewhere in the media, ex- 
pect ex-NWA champ Terry Funk 
to resume wrestling. Funk left 
the sport to play Prometheus in 
the TV series ‘WILDSIDE’. 
Despite some fine acting by 
Funk and the entire cast, the 
show never caught on with 
viewers. WWF champion Hulk 


Hogan has signed with Triad 
Agency (which handles such 
stars as Oliva Newton John and 
John Ritter). The Hulkster will 
also have his own Saturday 
morning cartoon titled “Hulk 
Hogan’s Rock ’n Wrestling.” 

Have you seen the NWA’s 
music video ‘HAND JIVE’? The 
seven-minute clip, with music 
by George Thorogood, features 
Dusty Rhodes, Kevin Von Erich, 
Ric Flair and the Road War- 
riors. It won’t get much airplay 
on MTV, those V-Jays are tied 
up with the WWF, so look for it 
on other channels. Finally, gal 
grapplers Debbie Combs and 
her mom Cora did a rave acting 
job in the play ‘TEN NIGHTS IN 
A BARROOWM’. . 
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IVAN PUTSKI 





Polish Power Is Forever 


Wrestling nearly lost the 
King of Kielbasa. Ivan Putski 
was set to chuck it all and 
enter professional bodybuild- 
ing. “| competed in the Mr. 
America Contest and placed 
12th in the heavyweight class,” 
said Putski. ‘| am gradually 
reducing my bodyweight and 
plan on winning it next year.” 

Of course, everyone has seen 
the change in Ivan Putski. He 
once weighed over 300 Ibs., 
now he’s a mere 215 to 220 Ibs. 
The bloated belly is gone and 
the huge arms and legs are big- 
ger than ever. Putski’s wide 
shoulders, narrow waist and 
massive thighs are perfect for 
bodybuilding. One can easily 
image the ‘new’ Putski flexing 
and posing before cheering 
crowds of physique fans. No 
more bad guys beating his 
forehead bloody. No more eye 
gouges and no more body- 
slams. Who could really blame 
lvan for entertaining the 
thought? If he decided on 
bodybuilding, Ivan could stay 
home and relax with his wife. 

And the money’s fabulous — 
just ask Jane Fonda or Jack 
LaLane. Putski could open a 
chain of nation-wide gyms and 
have his own exercise video. 


The easy world of body build- 
ing would be the completion of 
his American Dream. “Il came 
to this country when | was 10 
years old. My family was from 
Poland and we had no place to 
go. | guess the word for us is 
displaced persons. Being new 
to this country we couldn’t 
speak a word of English, but 
through hard work and effort 
things worked out. | went to 
college and played football 
which led to Pro Football for 
awhile. That’s how | got in- 
troduced to weights — through 
football.” 
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Putski is very proud of his Polish heritage and his American citizenship. 


“My wrestling career began 
when a promoter, Joe Blanchard, 
saw me and was impressed 
with my size and strength. He 
said | would be a natural in the 
wrestling world. We pushed the 
strongman image and used it 
as a drawing card. So, in a nut- 
shell, that’s how it all started. 
This country and wrestling have 
been very good to me and | 
hope to be able to continue to 
wrestle and pump iron for many 
years to come.”’ 

lvan has decided to stay in 
professional wrestling. “| keep 
myself in good shape by avoid- 
ing drugs and smoking. That 
stuff doesn’t make sense. | 
work out about 5 times a week, 
with Thursdays and Sundays 


off. My exercises usually con- 
sist of 3 of 3 movements for 4 
sets of 8 reps. | train very heavy 
and like to use ponderous 


weights to get maximum 


growth.” You can also expect 
Putski to continue his wrestling 
quest for all 3 world titles. He 
has already beaten both Hulk 
Hogan and Ric Flair, but before 
they each won a world title. 
Hulk Hogan was then a vile 
villain and his tactics were very 
different from today. To wrestle 
Hogan for the WWF title would 
mean Ivan might have to beome a 
bad guy. “Never,” states Putski. 
“No title means that much to me.” 
Titles may not mean much to 
Putski, but the fans do. This 
reporter has seen Ivan take 





tu , 7 ‘ “ ; r \ 
muscles with anyone. 


plenty of time out of his train- 
ing and traveling to talk with 
his fans. He is very happy when 
people recognize him on the 
street. He is unhappy when you 
mention wrestlers like Billy 
Graham, Ivan Kolof, the Iron 
Sheik or Ken Patera. According 
to lvan, what bothers him is 
that such well-conditioned 
athletes like Patera or Koloff 
don’t have to depend on brutal 
ring tactics. Putski says these 
guys are just lazy and only 
want to take short cuts. ‘Any: 
one of them could wrestle 
clean if they wanted to.” 
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The bloated belly and lack of definition are gone. The new Ivan Putski can match 


; 
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An ex-fullback for the Detroit 
Lions, Putski has battled the 
best in professional wrestling. 
Very few can stand up to the 
‘Polish Hammer’. Once those 
powerful arms are locked to- 
gether and swing into an oppo- 
nent, it’s all over. Count to 
three or to three hundred, it’s 
all over. Who needs dropkicks 
or armbars, when you have the 
‘Polish Hammer’? In fact, 
other than an occasional chin- 
lock or bearhug, Putski wins 


most matches with the ‘Hammer’. 


When he started to drop his 
bodyweight, lvan was concerned 





that he might lose some of his 
strength. “| honestly thought | 
needed the extra weight for 
wrestling. Since reducing | feel 
much better and have lost very 
little of my former power. | 
decided to reduce to see just 
how far | could go in body- 
building.’ Current opponents 
will tell you, Putski’s fears were 
totally unfounded. “Il guess my 
‘Polish Army’ gives me my 
strength,” says Putski. The 
fans are great and | could never 
leave them. No matter how 
tempting bodybuilding is, | 
can’t forsake my Army.” 





Pa) all 





~ Come up toKool 


ole) me] ion cele mo tire merele) alas 
fol mi atswanlemccuicoalare micase eee iamanel dale} 


A sensation beyond the ordinary. 





Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 





FILTER 


Kins G &S 


KOOL 








e 


el 2 ieee a 


1985 BAW T Co 


Milds Kings, 11 mg. “tar”, O .8 mag. nicotine; 


Filter Kings, 17 mg. “tar, 1.1 mg. nicotine 
av. per cigarette, FIC Report Mar. 84. 





OUT OF 
THE PAST 


Dr. Jerry Graham — The King Of Calamity 











Dr. Jerry (R) nearly decapitated Chief Big Heart in this match 
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Let’s not mince words, the 
nastiest. man ever to don wres- 
tling tights is Dr. Jerry Graham. 
Now in his 20th year of may- 
hem, the flamboyant platinum 
blonde has stood the test of 
time. As fit and trim as ever, 
the Doctor still looks like he 
could give anyone a bloody 
hard time. 

“I’ve seen them come and 
l’ve seen them go,” states the 
boisterous Graham. “These 
kids come into wrassling think- 
ing it’s an easy way to make a 
buck. After a few matches they 
wash out, cause they ain't 
tough enough. Only if you really 
love the sport can you last. | 
love wrassling as only a wras- 
sler can. I’ve also promoted 
shows all over the world and 
my United States Wrestling 
Association is the best inde- 
pendent group in this country. 
I’m proud of everything I’ve 
ever done in wrassling, and 
that includes every riot | 
started!” 

Jerry and Eddie Graham were 
among the first bleached blond 
grapplers. They were also the 
first and only tag team to hold 
both the World and United 
States championships. Be- 
tween 1958 and 1959, the 
Grahams earned $500,000 — an 
all-time high for a tag team. In 
1963, Eddie left the team and 
Brother Luke Graham stepped 
in. Six years later, Dr. Jerry ; 
teamed with Billy ‘Superstar’ 
Graham. Today, Jerry continues 
with his rough and tumble sons 
Jerry Jr. and Steele. His two 
sons are nothing but brutal and 
colorful. 

Graham's brawls have reached 
mammoth proportions; he takes 
great pride in having caused 
the biggest riot in wrestling 
history. It took place on 
November 19, 1957 in NY’s 
Madison Square Garden and 
resulted in 5 fans arrested, 500 
chairs broken and 2 policemen 
injured. The wild melee started 
when referee Danny Bartfield 
disqualified Dr. Jerry and Dick 
the Bruiser, and awarded the 
match to hometown favorites 
Antonio Rocca and Edouard 
Carpentier. Some fans rushed 
into the ring to congratulate 
their heroes. The Bruiser 





The late Eddie Graham was Dr. Jerry's first tag team partner. Together they were the only team 
ever to hold both the World Tag Team Championship and the United States tag title. Eddie 
passed away last year. Respected by everyone in wrestling. 


thought the fans were attacking 
him. Dick began throwing the 
fans out of the ring, and then 
Jerry slugged Rocca. “Them 
guys were all Rocca’s relatives. 
They wanted to kill us; as Dick 
beat off those punks, | took on 
Rocca and Carpentier.” 33 po- 
licemen rushed into the Garden 
with clubs flying. 

The next day, the Chairman 
of the NY Commission cancelled 
the next show and fined Rocca 
and Graham $1000 apiece, 
Bruiser $500 and Carpentier 
$100. ‘‘The Bruiser would have 
gone to jail, but at the Precinct 
House his mother shows up 
and pleads with the judge and 
the commissioners to let her 
sole support go.”’ The Commis- 
sion did ban Bruiser from New 
York for life. ““Wrassling in New 
York was always a problem. 
The fans didn’t enjoy real wres- 
tling. They liked bums like 


Sammartino and Rocca. 
Antonio could never wrassle, 
that’s why he was always hop- 
ping around like a kangaroo. He 
was afraid to stay still and 
fight.” 

“Real wrestlers are the 
toughest guys around,” says 
Jerry. ‘Il took on Rocky 
Marciano, when the ex-boxing 
champ was refereeing matches. 
He had just quit boxing and 
thought he was still a big 
puncher. He hit me once when 
| didn’t break fast enough for 
him and it didn’t even daze me. 
He could knock out all the box- 
ers he wanted, but he couldn’t 
hurt a wrestler. People don’t 
realize how strong we are. I’ve 
had every bone in my body 
broken. Hips, arms, ribs and 
back, they have all been 
busted. Not just from wrestlers, 
but the fans have stabbed me in 
the chest, forearms and legs.” 
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Dr. Graham instructs Steele in the famous Strangler Lewis Headlock. 
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Above, Dr. Jerry and sons Steele and Jack pose with WWF champ Hulk Hogan. Dr. Jerry may 
return to the WWF as Hogan's manager. 


The Grahams are the First 
Family of pro wrestling. Billed 
as brothers, none are. Eddie, 
Luke, Jerry and Billy are all 
cousins. In the second-genera- 
tion, Jerry Jr. and Steele 
Graham are Jerry’s sons. Mike 
Graham is Eddie’s son. Billy 
‘Superstar Graham’s real name 
is Wayne Coleman. 

“Wayne’s wife asked Eddie 
and | if we could start her hus- 
band in pro wrestling,” recalls 
Jerry. “As a teenager in Ari- 
zona, Wayne was a shot-put 
champ and a real, uncontrol- 
lable kid. He played pro football 
for the Oakland Raiders and 
later with the Calgary Stam- 
peders, but he was 30 years old 
and going nowhere. We hooked 
him up with Gene LeBell at the 
Olympic Auditorium. Wayne 
went on to be world champ, so 
naturally I'm proud to have 
started him.” Cousins aren’t 
the only ones Jerry has helped. 
“Pat Patterson was a waiter in 


Canada, when he asked us to 
start him out. Lou Albano was 
a bartender.” 

“Hey, did you know who 
taught Bruno Sammartino his 
first wrassling hold? | did. | 
taught him the headlock and 
for the first few months he got by 
just on that. Bruno was no wres- 
tler, just a big bodybuilder.” 

You can’t help but wonder, 
who was the toughest wrestler 
Jerry has ever met? “Tiger 
Shingh Tar, the best. The Hundis 
respect wrassling as a religion. 
The wrestlers train everyday and 
they marry only the daughters 
of fellow wrestlers. When you 
take on a Hundi wrestler, you're 
not only wrassling one man, 
you're wrestling a thousand- 
year-old dynasty. To me, the 
lron Sheik is one of the best 
wrestlers around today.” 

According to Jerry, the 
toughest Westerner was the 
great Lou Thesz. “If he was 
wrassling today, he could beat 


Martel, Flair and Hogan in one 
night. He might not have been 
flamboyant or colorful, but 
Thesz was strong and capable. 
| remember one night in Holly- 
wood, Kirk Douglas, the movie 
star, thought he could beat 
Lou. Douglas had wrestled in 
college and at county fairs, he 
always claimed the pro’s were 
all fakers. They introduced him 
in the ring and he started up 
with Thesz. Douglas got behind 
Thesz and took him down, but 
before he could do anything 
else, Lou had him in a wrist- 
lock and you could hear Kirk 
crying for blocks.” 

“Other than the Iron Sheik, 
today’s wrestlers really don't 
impress me. Too many football 
players and bodybuilders. 1ne 
football players have no upper ~ 
body strength, all they got are 
strong legs. The body-builders 
are strong cut their muscles 
are very tight and they pull 
ligaments eziot. Sammartino’s 
son is a litle butterball to me. 
When | took on Bruno, they 
wouldn’t let me take him on un- 
less | came down from 450 Ibs. 
| got myself down to 250 Ibs. 
before they would let me into 
the WWF Alliance.” 

“My sons are the best 
around. Jerry Jr. looks just like 
me and he’s brickhouse tough. 
Steele’s mean as they come. 
They'd take Dave ‘Fat Boy’ 
Sammartino and roll him ina 
ball.’’ The second-generation of 
Grahams are as different as 
night and day. Jerry’s sons are 
brutal, unscientific bullies 
while Mike Graham, Eddie’s 
son, is a skillful, by-the-book 
grappler. Whereas Jerry’s boys 
learned to wrestle in barroom 
brawls, Mike was a six-times 
Florida AAU freestyle champ. 
‘Each to their own,” laughs 
Jerry. 

(EDITOR’S NOTE: It would be 
remiss of us not to mention the 
untimely death of Eddie 
Graham. The great grappler 
died on January 21, 1985 in 
Tampa, Florida, from an ap- 
parently self-inflicted gunshot 
wound. Neither his wife nor 
son could give any possible 
reason for Eddie to have taken 
his own life. He will be missed 
by all.) 
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THE ROAD 
WARRIORS 


Breaking Up Is Hard To Do 


The Animal gets a taste of ‘Marine-style revenge’ as Sgt. Slaughter blasts away. The Hawk is 
3-inches taller than the Animal. 
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Other teams have fallen 
apart. Sometimes accidentally, 
due to their commitments as 
individuals. Or not so accidentally 
because of tempestuous, uncon- 
trollable rivalries. Whatever the 
reason, it’s clear the same tur- 
moil is brewing for the Road 
Warriors. Animal and Hawk are 
too close for this not to happen. 

They train together. They eat 
together. On the road, they 
sleep together — in the same 
room, that is! Precious Paul 
Ellering, their manager, and an 
occasional policeman are the 
only people they see after they 
leave an arena. They have no 
friends. They have no homelife. 
They eat, sleep and drink wres- 
tling. The two muscular giants 
are bound to get on each 
other's nerves. Surprisingly, 
most people blame Precious 
Paul for this problem. 

“He’s afraid to let them out 
of his sight,’’ said Wahoo 
McDaniels. ‘For years he told 
them they were nothing without 
him. Only recently have Hawk 
and Animal begun to think may- 
be it’s the other way around. 
Maybe Precious Paul is the real 
nothing.’”’ Wahoo, who teamed 
with Jimmy Valiant to try and 
beat the Road Warriors, has 
nothing but respect for their 
talents. “You have to give them 
credit. They are the best at 
what they do. And if it wasn’t 
for Ellering, | think they’d be 
even better.” What’s Ellering 
doing that’s so wrong? “He 
treats them like animals. No 
wonder they’re so vicious!”’ 

McDaniels is not the only 
one to blame the Warriors’ 
manager for any problems 
which might occur. Steve Keirn 
of the Fabulous Ones also 
blames Precious. ‘‘The man is 
dirt cheap,” said Keirn. “I can 
believe Ellering makes them 
double-up in motels. That’s the 
problem. In the beginning, Ani- 
mal and Hawk just got off on 
beating on people. Now, they’re 
wondering where’s all the 
money they made. Stan Lane 
and | have noticed some falling 
out between the three of 
them.” If the Road Warriors do 
tumble, look for the dynamic 
Fabulous Ones to take their 
place at the top. 
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Jimmy Brunzell weighs 240 pounds but the Animal handles him like a small boy. Between 


them, the Warriors weigh 530 Ibs. 


lf the Road Warriors are up- 
set with their manager, it’s hard 
to tell. Animal and Hawk are 
from the old school where men 
don’t show their feelings. 
“Somewhere deep down inside, 
there’s a couple of human be- 
ings inside Animal and Hawk,” 
said McDaniels. 

Between them, the Road 
Warriors weigh 530 Ibs. The 
Hawk is three inches taller than 
his six-foot tall partner. The 


brawny Animal has 22” biceps 
and a 52” chest. Hawk may or 
may not have either worked or 
been detained at a prison. Non 
one is very clear on that matter. 
His partner, Animal, was an 
outstanding individual wrestler 
before teaming with Hawk. 
Considering their physical 
prowness and their mysterious 
backgrounds, do the Warriors 
really need their domineering 
manager? 
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At one point last year, the 
pressure from Ellering to so 
bad that the Warriors broke 
away. While making their break 
they also broke their manager's 
arm. The AWA tag team cham- 
pions continued their string of 
wins and didn’t seem to miss 
Precious Paul. Then, for no ap- 
parent reason, Ellering was 
back at their massive sides. 
‘‘Maybe Precious finally paid 
them,’’ suggested Wahoo. 
“When you throw away dirty 
water, why bring it back?” 
Dirty water or not, Precious 
Paul is the missing piece in the 
Road Warrior puzzle. 

No one can Say if, without 
Precious Paul, the Warriors 
could have won both the NWA 
and AWA tag team titles. On 
four occasions Baron Von 


Raschke and the Crusher turned 
back their challenge. Only the 
deceitfulness of their manager 
could win them the title. “If it 
wasn’t for the prejudiced of- 
ficials in the AWA and NWA, | 
would have been world cham- 
pion,’ said Paul following the 
Warriors’ big victory. “Animal 
and Hawk are my revenge on 
those creeps. There’s nothing 
to compare the damage that 
will be done by them.” Since 
then, the Legion of Doom has 
fulfilled that terrible prediction. 
“The enemy will come from 
within,’ says AWA champ Rick 
Martel. ‘“‘When you're as evil as 
they are, you can’t be fair or 
honest with anyone. Hawk 
can’t possibly trust anyone as 
contemptible as Animal. Like- 
wise, Animal can’t trust either 


The Road Warriors have won both the AWA and NWA tag team titles. 
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Hawk or Ellering. The hate will 
consume them all.”’ 

Precious Paul’s comments 
were as could be expected. 
‘“There’s no problem between 
myself and the Warriors. They 
respect and worhsip my leader- 
ship. We had some problems 
when we were in the NWA but 
that was due to outside forces 
trying to stir up trouble. We are 
as close now as we'll ever 
be.”’When asked if Paul could 
arrange an interview for this 
magazine and Hawk and Ani- 
mal, Ellering was evasive. 
‘“‘There’s no reason for an inter- 
view. | just told you there were 
no problems. Are you calling 
me a liar??” 

Perhaps we are seeing another 
great tag team falling apart. 
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The Animal Vs. Jimmy Brunzell 


Photo by T. Casino 
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BOB 


BACKLUND 





The Restless Exile 


by Mike Bellew 





——— 


—— 


Backlund uses a painful wristlock on the Masked Superstar during their match at the 
Ridgewood Grove. Photo by Tom Casino 


Seems like only yesterday athlete. Up and down America’s 
Bob Backlund was the WWF East Coast, people flocked to 
champion. An All-American lad, his matches. 

Bob ruled with the modesty Today, it’s a whole different 
and dignity befitting a crown ballgame. The East Coast is no 
twice worn by the legendary longer Backlund’s turf. That 
Bruno Sammartino. White, land now belongs to Hulk Hogan 
Black or Brown, race was no — aman Bob has beaten sever- 
barrier to supporting this fine al times. For now the ex-champ 


is a second-class citizen ina 
relm where Rick Martel and Ric 
Flair are kings. To the fans, 


. Backlund is a visitor. Most still 


associate him with the WWF, 
not the NWA or AWA. How 
cruel. How undeserved is this 
hostility towards a man who 
has always symbolized the very 
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Bob Backlund vs. the Masked Superstar. Photo by Tom Casino. 
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It’s scientific match-ups, like this one against Billy Robinson, where Backlund really shines. 


best in professional wrestling. 

A 1971 NCAA amateur champ, 
Bob turned pro in 1974. Four 
years later, on February 20, Bob 
pinned Billy ‘Superstar’ Graham 
(in 14 seconds!) to win the 
WWE world title. There was 
some controversy because 
everyone but the referee saw 
Graham’s foot on the bottom 
ring rope. In the following six 
years, Backlund successfully 
defended the belt against the 
best — including Peter Mavia, 
Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Snuka and 
Big John Studd. However, few 
fans recall when Bob lost the 
WWF title to Japanese star 
Antonio Inoki in 1980. Inoki 
scored a pin-fall over the 
champ in Tokyo. There was a 
rematch a short time later, and 
both wrestlers were counted 
out. However, Antonio decided 
he did not want the WWF 
championship and handed the 
belt back to Backlund. The 
champ returned to the U.S. and 
continued his reign. 

lt took an unofficial tag team 


of the Iron Sheik, the Ayatollah 
Blassie and Bob’s own mana- 
ger, Arnold Skoaland, to ulti- 
mately steal Backlund’s belt. 
As 22,000 eyewitnesses will tell 
you, the Iron Sheik scooped the 
champ into his excruciating 
‘Camel Clutch’ submission 
hold. Bob never surrendered 
and appeared ready to counter 
the hold when Skoaland threw 
in the towel. Thus on January 
23, 1984, the marvelous cham- 
pionship of Bob Backlund 
came to a questionable end. 
Backlund credits Vince 
McMahon Sr. for his early rise 
in the East Coast Alliance. “‘l 
respect that man and owe him 
a lot,” said Bob. “But Vince is 
gone and other people are run- 
ning the show. | don’t dislike 
the Hulkster. | just wish some- 
one didn’t take me out of my 
rematch with the Sheik.” (Ina 
tag team match against Mr. Fuji 
and Tiger Chung Lee, Backlund 
was injured. Sidelined for at 
least a month, Hulk Hogan 
replaced him. The Hulk beat 


the lron Sheik, but did not offer 
Bob a title shot.) When Bob 
was ready to resume his career, 
Vince Sr. was gone and Vince 
McMahon Jr. had taken control. 
Vince Jr. told him he could 
come back, but only if he 
changed his style. The pro- 
moter said Bob’s goody-goody 
disposition was not what he 
wanted. He wanted Backlund to 
dye his hair black and get dirty. 

Needless to say, the ex- 
champ quit. According to Bob, 
Vince Jr. told him his moral 
standards are too high for pro 
wrestling. The promoter felt 
Bob was no longer marketable 
in the WWF. PRO WRESTLING 
USA knew talent when they 
saw it and quickly signed him. 

Aside from signing with a 
new alliance, Bob continued 
his work with children and 
counselled against drug abuse. 
He was even contemplating 
coaching the 1984 American 
team at the Olympics. “| can do 
many things, | have a college 
education, but | love wrestling 
and want to continue being a 
good example for kids.” 

Each time Bob climbs to an 
AWW-NWA match, the fans’ 
response is mixed. Sure, they 
appreciate his clean, scientific 
repertoire. But something is 
missing. Something holds back 
their adoration. One anony- 
mous promoter says many fans 
feel Bob is an intruder. “Back- 
lund got his start here as a 10 
year old amateur. His first pro 
title was the NWA Missouri 
belt. He was also the NWA 
Florida heavyweight champ and 
tag team champ. In spite of all 
that, he left us for the WWF. A 
lot of people in my arena don't 
want to get too attached to him. 
We never know when he might 
pull up stakes and leave.” 

When told of this, Bob was © 
shocked. “I’m hurt. | never knew — 
the fans doubt my loyalty to 
them. The whole reason I’m 
back wrestling is for them. | was 
champ for just under six years. | 
don’t have the craving for 
another belt immediately. When 
| feel the time is right, I’ll make 
my move. Above all, | am very 
happy with Pro Wrestling USA 
and have no intentions of leav- 
ing my fans.” 
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INTERNATIONAL REPORT 





British Wrestling 


The sport of professional 
wrestling herein the United 
Kingdom is seeing great in- 
terest, with various groups 
promoting in most major cities 
and smaller hamlets. 

Joint Promotions has long 
been the top dog in the wrestl- 
ing scene herejin England. 
However, their position as the 
leader has been challenged by 
the independents. International 
Wrestling Promotions out of 
Liverpool is one of the major 








| 





promotions that is gunning tor 
the leadership. Several major 
stars from the Joint group have 
switched to the other side, 
leaving the London-based 
group without a solid heavy- 
weight talent. A major star of 
the Joint office is a fellow 
known as Big Daddy. He uses 
his great tonnage to squash his 
opponents. However, the chap 
is over-rated compared to some 
of the other talent Joint has in 
its stable. 





EXCLUSIVELY FOR WRESTLING EYE: A rare shot of the British Bulldogs as they looked when 
they first teamed. Davey Smith is the one kneeling and the Dynamite Kid is behind him. 
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Long before the British Bull- 
dogs made their US debut, they 
were a very formidable tag 
team here in the UK. Davey Boy 
Smith and his older cousin, 
Tommy ‘Dynamite Kid’ Billington, 
were England’s #1 team. 
WRESTLING EYE presents this 
picture of the Bulldogs during 
an earlier part of their career. 
Big Mal ‘Kojak’ Kirk is not only 
a big name in the wrestling 
game, but he is also a movie 
star with several credits under 
his belt. 

Well, that’s about all the 
wrestling data from the UK for 
now. I'll sign off and bid cherrio 
to all... 


THE PHANTOM OF THE RING: 


America 


AMERICA — Pro wrestlers Ken 
Patera and Masanori Saito were 
each sentenced to two years in 
prison in connection with the 
assault last year of six police- 
men at a Wisconsin motel. The 
prison term is to be followed 
by six years of probation. 

The Missing Link is the 
latest freak attraction to hit the 
WWF. In reality, the Link is 
Dewey Robertson, a good wres- 
tler. Want a real groan? Com- 
pare a picture of Robertson 
with one of the Link. The Phan- 
tom predicts that as Ric Flair 
tires of life on the road, his 
successor will be none other 
than Kerry Von Erich. Ted 
DiBiase is the most underrated 
wrestler today. Ted just doesn’t 
have enough charisma to hold 
a title (world), too bad. A new 
‘Giant’ of wrestling is in the 
makings. His name is John Harris 
and he is 7 feet 7 inches tall. 

The Phantom has also heard 
that Lisa Sliwa, the Queen of 
the Guardian Angels, is fore- 


saking her modeling and sub- 
way-crime fighting for the 
glamor of pro wrestling. Lisa is 
planning to sign with the WWF. 
Speaking of the WWF, Vince 
McMahon recently won a court 
battle against the Northeast 
Wrestling Federation. The NWF 
contested the WWF's right to 
run shows at their Civic Center 
in Springfield, MA. 


Germany 


GERMANY — Wrestling is go- 
ing strong here. Leading faces 
include John Quinn, Otto Wanz, 
and Klondyke Mike. 


South Africa 


SOUTH AFRICA — Wrestling is 
hotter than ever in all of Africa. 
Two rival groups are established. 
The Cohen/Kohne group fea- 
tures Dalibar ‘Tiger’ Singh as 
champ. A new group led by 
Parmessur Maharaj features 
Goliath Yawrenco as champ. 


Australia & 
New Zealand 


AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND — 
Once a hotbed of wrestling dur- 
ing the Sixties, wrestling in 
Australia has been all but dead 
in recent years. Now there are 
sporadic cards being presented 
by the Inoki group of Japan. 
Rumor has it that the WWF, 
under the leadership of Larry 
O’Day will soon promote. There 
are only four cards planned in 
New Zealand for the upcoming 
season. The NWA group is 
headed by New Zealand living 
legend Steve Rickard. 





‘Big Daddy’ ~ 
Crabtree “= 


Mal ‘Kojak’ Kirk ig making a name for himself in the ring and In the movies. | 
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FAN CLUB COLUMN 





by Ed Garea | 


MALE AND FEMALE AND 
MIDGET WRESTLER 


DON'T WAIT, SEND FOR 
LISTS TODAY! FINEST QUALITY 
BLACK AND WHITE OR FULL 
COLOR 5 X 7 or 8 x 10 ONLY. 
FOR EACH LIST YOU WANT 
JUST SEND TWO FIRST CLASS 
POSTAGE STAMPS TO: 


GENE|GORDON 
202 WEST D STREET 
NEWTON, NC. 28658 





ALL GIRL WRESTLING 


THE ONLY PUBLICATION 
DEVOTED TO PROFESSIONAL 
GIRL WRESTLING. EVERY |S- 
SUE PACKED WITH NEWS, RE: 
SULTS, INTERVIEWS, PIC- 
TURES AND MORE. SINGLE IS- 
SUE IS ONLY $4.00 PLUS TWO 
(2) FIRST CLASS STAMPS. ALSO 
AVAILABLE IS SPECIAL ISSUE 
#10 IN MAGAZINE FORMAT. 
20-PAGES ON EXCITING PRO 
GIRL ACTION © SUPPLY IS 
LIMITED © $5.00 PLUS FOUR 
(4) FIRST CLASS STAMPS. 
OTHER ITEMS AVAILABLE 
TOO. ASK FOR OUR CATALOG. 
ALL GIRL WRESTLING, 31 
GROVELAND STREET, SPRING- 
FIELD, MA 01108 





W,F.L.A. 
AFFILIATED 
FAN CLUBS 


Did you miss the WFIA convention this summer? 


! 
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Popular Rick McGraw 


PRESIDENT 


Jim Ross 


BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 


Barbi Barker 
Connie Cook 
Diane Devine 
Mike Gratchner 
Roy Harley 
Larry Johnson 
Jim Melby 
Mike O'Hara 








WFIA ADVISORY 
BOARD 


Bill Apter 
Peter Birkholz 
Tom Burke 


INTERNATIONAL 


COMMITTEE 


Phil Dedrick 
Roy Harley 


Welcome to the first issue of 
Fanzine Forum. Before we go 
any further, let me state the 
purpose of this column and 
what you, the reader (and 
possible consumer) can expect 
from it: 

1. | will review all publications 
on wrestling sent to me. All 
material sent will be listed and 
all material sent becomes the 
property of this reviewer. Each 
publication will be noted as to 
content, price, and frequency 
of issue. All publishers who 
send material: please include 
your price (both per issue and 
annual) and your frequency of 
publication. 


2. Also listed will be people 
who sell photos and other col- 
lectibles. As with the fanzines, 
please give your prices. Also, 
as with the fanzines, a brief 
description of what is being sold 
will be listed in this column. 


3. There will be space for 
those seeking correspondence 
with other wrestling fans, or 
those seeking items. Please 
send your name and complete 
address if you wish to be included 
in this section. 

This is your column, wres- 
tling fans. Any comments, com- 
plaints, or queries are always 
welcome. All materials and 
comments can be sent to me at 
the following address: 


27 Linden Ave., Apt. B-6 
Irvington, N.J. 07111 

| can answer one query right 
now: | am not in any way 
related to Tony or Johnny 
Garea, but thank you for asking 
anyway. 

Also ceasing publication is 
Dave Meltzer’s lively and 
informative journal, THE WRES- 
TLING OBSERVER. This was 
one of the best bulletins of this 
or any time. Well-written, intelli- 
gent, timely, and most of all 
highly entertaining, this publi- 
cation was the bane of every 
promoter for its independent 
Stance and biting criticism. A 
bulletin such as this can have a 


tendency after awhile to 
become too talky, or to lose 
steam as it gets older. But this 
did not happen with Mr. 
Meltzer’s journal, nor were we 
ever given any reason to expect 
it would. Mr. Meltzer has a leg 
up on his competitors in being 
a professional journalist; he 
knows what is news and what 
is not. He also knows when to 
attack and when to offer sup- 
port. His love for the sport gave 
the bulletin the vital balance it 
needed to remain objective. Mr. 
Meltzer’s reason for ceasing 
publication was that he was 
finally turned off by WRESTLE- 
MANIA, but Dave: weren’t we 
all? | believe the problem runs 
deeper than that; it could be 
one of time. Mr. Meltzer ac- 
cepted a position as publicity 
director of a soccer league and 
time would become a great 
burden. Good luck, Dave. | 
would say that you'll be missed, 
but | remember that you ran a 
fanzine back in the early Seven- 
ties and also the WRESTLING 
‘OBSERVER until recently. You'll 
be back Dave, it’s in your 
blood. 


FANZINES 


GLOBAL WRESTLING NEWS 
SERVICE — 31 Groveland Si., 
Springfield, MA 01108 Single 
issue, $1.50; Four month sub- 
scription, $7.00; Annual, $21.00; 
Foreign, $26.00. 


GLOBAL WRESTLING is to 
fanzines what the NEW YORK 
TIMES is to newspapers. It con- 
tains results from Paris, France 
to Paris, Kentucky. If you want 
to track your favorite wrestler, | 
can think of no better publica- 
tion to have. It is a delicious 
mixture of results, news, and 
commentary. The April issue 
featured a court clash between 
rival promotions for the right to 
use an arena; results from 
around the world, a page of 
news, a trip down memory lane 
(very important for those of you 
who believe wrestling didn't 
begin until the Eighties); and a 
“Wrestler of the Month” feature 
(Bruiser Brody). It is all attrac- 
tively packaged in an eight- 
page format and sent via first 


class. The oldest continuous 
publication in its field and the 
best. When writing, ask the 
Editor-in-Chief, Tom Burke, for 
a sales and information list. 
Always send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope, by the way. 


ALL GIRL WRESTLING — 31 
Groveland St., Springfield, MA 
01108. Single issue, $5.00 


The only publication entirely 
devoted to women’s wrestling. If 
you are a fan of the women, you 
cannot afford to be without this. 
Published by GLOBAL WRES- 
TLING NEWS SERVICE, it can be 
obtained by writing to the above 
address. 


MAT RESULTS — 2115 Clifton 
Ave., Springfield, OH 45505. 
Single issue, $2.25; Three 
issues, $6.00; Six issues, $11.75. 


An excellent publication that 
keeps improving. Editors Bob 
Closson and Jay Steele con- 
stantly strive to be the best in 
the field and their efforts show. 
MAT RESULTS contains news 
and information from every ma- 
jor, and just about every minor, 
wrestling organization in the 
U.S. and Japan. There is alsoa 
results section that contains at 
least 100 cards. If that isn’t 
enough, there also appears a 
Profile section spotlighting one 
or two wrestlers in each issue. 
These profiles are well-written 
and highly informative and en- 
tertaining. The information 
from around the mat world con- 
tains that just-right balance of 
news and opionion. The com- 
mentary helps the news rather 
than being the spotlight itself, 
as can often happen with this 
kind of bulletin. Well-written, 
intelligent, quality printing, 
need | say more? Well worth 
your time and money. 

RING AROUND THE WORLD 
— Ken Hamblin, 1220 E. 63rd 
St., Tacoma, WN 98404. Single 
issue, $1.50 plus two first class 
stamps. 

A solid bulletin containing 
profiles and news. One recent 
issue listed the top fifty 
wrestlers ever to appear in the 
Northwest area. It made fascin- 
ating reading. Also included is 


a list of current wrestling 
champions in each federation. 
Also an excellent idea. This 
bulletin also seems as if it is 
still growing, still maturing. 
Based on the progress so far, 
I'd like to see it to maturity. 
You can’t go wrong on this 
one. A real gem. 

COMBAT SPORTS MONTHLY 
— Mike O’Hara, P.O. Box 651, 
Gracie Station, New York, NY. 
10028-0011. Single issue, $2.00; 
Annual (six issues), $12.00. 

Easily the most outrageous 
of the wrestling bulletins. A 
mixture of news, results, and 
opinion. And what opinion! 
Nothing wrestling promoters at- 
tempt escapes the eagle eye of 
publisher/editor Mike O'Hara. 
He may enlighten you or annoy 
you, but he will never bore you. 
Who else would name Buddy 
Rose as “Bozo of the Month” 
for his troubles with the I|.R.S.? 
Also the only fanzine | know of 
that prints letters from its 
readers. Rather a revolutionary 
trend. COMBAT SPORTS also 
devotes a section to Martial 
Arts and a section to Roller 
Sports for those who follow 
them. If you like a no-holds- 
barred style, this is the fanzine 
for yOu. - 

EASTERN WRESTLING NEWS 
— Steve Helwagen, 605 
Edgewood Drive, Circleville, OH 
43113. Single issue, $1.00 plus 
first-class stamp. 

A well turned out bulletin 
that features the best coverage 
of the WWF that | have seen. 
Combines results, news and 
ratings in a pleasing manner 
and is an excellent read. A 
department called ‘‘Mondo Mat 
History” is delightfully offbeat 
and will bring many readers 
down memory lane. The price 
is most definitely right for this 
one; a fantastic bargain. Also 
my choice as Best Regional 
Coverage bulletin. 

That wraps up the first issue. 
All items mentioned are highly 
recommended. Please submit 
all future material to the above 
address, and remember, when 
writing me or anyone else for 
information, please send a 
stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. Thanks and see you ~ 
next issue. 
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MEET THE 


O’REILLY 





BROTHERS 


by Sean Patrick O’Neil 





The Irish American community 
in New England is mighty proud 
of their Boston born tag team, 
Timothy and Sean O'Reilly. The 
popularity of this brother duo 
goes beyond the ethnic boun- 
daries of the Irish and has cap- 
tured the hearts and admiration 
of other nationalities as well. 

~ Both brothers have long been 
wrestling fans and when they 
learned that the former world 
heavyweight champion, Killer 
Kowalski was running a wres- 
tling school in Boston, they joined 
up and have since become two 
well-groomed ringmen. Timothy, 
the bigger of the two, stands 
an even six feet and hits the 
scale at 230 pounds. He is 23 
years old and is a staunch 
believer in conditioning and 
training. Sean, the younger is 
21 years old. He’s 225 pounds, 
stands 5 feet 10 inches, and 
has a drive’and ability to equal 
that of his brother. 

As we go to press, the 
O'Reillys are the current New 
England Tag Team champions. 
This championship has been 
shared with their many fans. 

Like many oftheir preceding 
lrish wrestlers the boys are 
hearty, good looking, easy go- 
ing lads. But when they are in 
the ring it is all business. Noth- 
ing stops them from gaining 
that important victory and the 
chance to hold onto the New 
England Tag Title. 

Both like to use the famous 
Irish Whip as a hold to capture 
another victory. Sean is also 
fond of using the sleeper hold. 
A number of promoters have 
spoken to the O’Reillys about a 
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tour in another part of the 
States; however, they want to 
stick to New England till the 
end of the year. Asked why not 
pack their bags and go now... 
both brothers looked at each 
other and smiled and then 
Timothy went on to say that 
they are doing some extensive 
training and perfecting a 
maneuver that they feel will bring 


Sean O’Reilly and his older brother Timothy. 





them the World Tag Team 
Championship in time. When 
asked what it was, they only 
said that it was a secret and 
when they are ready to execute 
the hold they would let this 
writer know. 

The luck of the Irish is in the 
brother duo, and the talent that 
they have will enable them to 
enjoy World Tag honors . 
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World Wrestling Federation (WWF) 
Heavyweight Champion — 
Hulk Hogan — contenders 


. Brutus Beefcake 6. David Sammartino 
7 2. Junkyard Dog 7. Greg Valentine 
Tag Team Champions: Barry 3. King Kong Bundy 8. Magnificent Muraco 
Windham & Mike Rotundo 4. Paul Orndorff 9. Tito Santana 
5. Roddy Piper 10. The Iron Sheik 





American Wrestling Association (AWA) 
Heavyweight Champion — 
Rick Martel SF ati | . Masked Superstar 


1 6 
2. King Tonga 7. Nick Bockwinkle 
Tag Team Champions: The 3. Sgt. Slaughter 8. Jimmy Garvin 
Road Warriors 4. Bob Backlund 9. Baron Von Raschkle 
5. Larry Zbyszko 10 


. Jimmy Brunzell 





National Wrestling Association (NWA) 
Heavyweight Champion — 


Ric Flair | Contenders 
1. Dusty Rhodes 6. Ron Bass 
2. Kerry Von Erich 7. Chris Adams 
Tag Team Champions: Robert 3. Billy Haynes 8. Kevin Von Erich 
Gibson &_ Ricky Morton 4. Harley Race 9. Wahoo McDaniels 
5. Sgt. Slaughter 10. Dory Funk Jr. 





Women’s Ratings 
World Wrestling Federation (WWF) 
World’s Champion — 
Wendi Richter °""%:".. 
Tag Team Champions: Velvet Liz chase 


2. 
3. 

Mcintyre & Desire Petersen 4. Debbie Combs 
5. Velvet Mcintyre 


. Desire Petersen 
Candi Divine 

. Peggy Pattersen 
. Penny Mitchell 
. Susan Starr 
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Race brings Black Gorman to the canvas 
the NWA title seven times. 
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‘A man may be down but 
he’s never out” — no true 
words were ever written 
concerning Harley Race. The 
unprecedented 7-times NWA 
heavyweight champion is one 
of the most cunning ring 
generals in wrestling. No mat- 
ter how many gray hairs sprout 
on his head or chin, Race will 
always be one of the best. He 
is the undisputed master of 
ring psychology. A rookie 
wrestler goes into a match witf 
Harley knowing he’s taking on 
a true sports legend. 

Where's Harley? Right now, 
he’s laying low. He’s just bid- 
ing his time. Waiting for the 
right moment to rush in and 
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grab the world title. Harley 
knows the title is his whenever 
he wants it. Did anyone think 
poor old Harley Race could 
really beat Dory Funk dr.? In- 
jured shoulder or no injured 
shoulder, Dory had strength 
and youth on his side. Yet 
when the match ended, Race 
was the new NWA champion. 
Ditto for when he regained the 
title the first time. Once again, 
Race did the impossible and 
beat Terry Funk, Dory’s younger 
and stronger brother. A few 
years later, Race was again 
champ beating a man twenty 
years younger than himself. 
Younger, older, stronger, or 
taller, it doesn’t matter because 





Harley Race can beat them all. 
Seven times Harley Race has 
retrieved the heavyweight title. 
It’s hard to understand how he 
does it. Just over six-feet, he 
lacks the size or bulk of an Andre 
The Giant or Big John Studd. 
What Harley has is ‘HEART’ 
“I’m aggressive,” explains 
Race. “| always believe 
in putting the pressure on op- 
ponents; this keeps them on 
the defensive and worried 
about making mistakes. | get 
rough but sometimes my op- 
ponents get rough first.” 
“Anytime, I’ve lost the cham- 
pionship it was because | 
hadn’t the time to train properly. 
When you're the champ, you’re 





95 


uy 
Ly 
ce 
= 
; 
ly 
c 
> 





with a chain-wrapped fist, Race really began to spill blood. Mr. Wrestling 
to do a little choking. 





$ 


56 WRESTLING EYE 


; 


m4 


constantly going city to city. 
You don’t always get enough 
sleep or exercise. My defeats 
to Rich, Flair and Baba were 
due to tiring schedules, and 
not them. Those guys are still 
boys as far as I’m concerned.” 

“I’m going to be on top 
again,’ says Race. ‘Flair, Rich 
and Rhodes don’t wrestle, they 
showboat. They take unneces- 
sary chances and are always 
open for counters. I’m not 
ashamed of losing the title; 
when you're on the road all 
year, it’s bound to happen. As 
itis, ve beaten the very best 
around.” 


In the NWA, ‘Handsome’ 
Harley Race found plenty of 
fans. Here they delighted in 
Race’s versatility, enjoying the 
way he mixed arm-bars with knee 
drops. Promoter Sam Muchnick 
of St. Louis called Race “‘one 
of the greatest wrestlers in this 
century. | would rate him ina 
league with Ed ‘Strangler’ 
Lewis and Jimmy Londos.” In 
his first crack at the NWA 
championship, Race was 
beaten back by Pat O’Connor. 
Six-times world champ Lou 
Thesz also stopped Race from 
winning the title. 

In 1973, NWA world champ 
Dory Funk Jr. was looking for 
an easy challenger. Dory had 
been in a terrible car wreck and 
should not have been wres- 
tling, but the NWA demanded 
he defend the belt. Dory’s 


™ _ father, a veteran wrestler, sug- 





It's been a long hard road for 
Race. He started wrestling 
professionally in 1959 at the 
age of 16. A boy in aman’s 
sport, Harley was lucky enough 
to learn from the best. Older 
wrestlers like Buddy Austin, 
Ray Gordon and Buddy ‘Nature 
Boy’ Rogers taught the young- 
Ster all they could. It was Buddy 
Rogers who taught Race the 
Figure-4 leg lock and its 
counter. Harley first started 
wrestling in the AWA. But for 
the fans, Race was too rough 
for their taste. They preferred 
the clean scientific style of 
Verne Gagne. 


gested Harley Race as a com- 
fortable win. Lou Thesz, who 
had wrestled Race, warned 
Dory against the match. “Funk 
injured his shoulder in a car 
wreck. It wasn’t hurt really bad, 
but he had to be treated for a 
few days. He postponed all his 
matches while he was hospital- 
ized but as soon as he got out, 
he was determined to resume 
all his engagements right 
away.’ Race beat Funk, win- 
ning the first and third falls. He 
won both pins with his exclu- 
sive suplex-slam. 

lt was a great but brief 
period for Race. Fifty-nine days 
later, on July 30, 1973, Jack 
Brisco from Oklahoma beat 
Race for the title. It was the 
fourth shortest reign in the 
history of the National Wres- 
tling Alliance. 

Meaner than ever, Race came 
back to beat Terry Funk (Feb. 6, 
1977 — Toronto, Canada). Two 
years later, Race see-sawed 
through winning and losing the 
belt to Dusty Rhodes, Shohei 
‘Giant’ Baba, Tommy ‘Wildfire’ 
Rich and Ric ‘Nature Boy’ Flair. 
“The first time is always the 
best time,” says Race. “But the 
harder it gets, the more | like it. 
| enjoy doing the impossible.” 

Whether or not he ever again 
holds the world heavyweight ti- 
tle, Race has definitely achieved 
his place in the record books. 
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ROOKIE OF THE MONTH 
Burk Van Camp ‘The Alaskan’ 
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Sneering Burk Van Camp and manager Mat Christensen 





WE: How did two wonderful 
guys like you get together? 


MC: | had offered five grand 
to anyone who could lead me 
to the man | was looking for. 
He had to be big, strong, and 
totally uncivilized. You know, 
the kind of guy who’d smother 
his own grandmother with a pil- 
low if she was snorin’ too loud. 
| talked to a lot of likely candi- 
dates. | mean they were all big 
and strong, but everyone of 
them liked people. An Eskimo- 
hunting scout led me to Burk 
Van Camp. The guide told me of 
a trapper who lived in seclusion 
deep in the Alaskan wilderness. 
| quickly arranged to fly up and 
meet the guy. 


WE: Was he happy to see 
you? | mean even now Van. 
Camp doesn't look too happy. 


MC: Van Camp wasn’t used 
to visitors. He had a shotgun 
pointed in our direction as we 
approached. The man was com- 
pletely unsociable. Animal 
pelts of wolves and polar bears 
covered the outside of his log 
cabin. Never in my life had | 
seen a man like this. He had 
that certain evil gleam in his 
eyes and | knew immediately 
that my world-wide search was 
over. Van Camp was a little cau- 
tious about meeting me at first, 
but when he saw the package 
of steaks in one hand anda 
5'8” blond in the other; well, 
you might say we became best 
friends real quick. 

| had a hard time convincing 
Burk Van Camp to become a 
professional wrestler. Living 
alone for sO many years, money 
and fame meant nothing to 
him. However, he liked the idea 
of hurting people. 


WE: Do you really want to 
hurt people, Mr. Van Camp? 


VC: You see this scar over 





Conditioning is important to a wrestler like Burk 


my left eye? | had to take away 
my dinner one time from a 
Kodiak grizzly bear. | hadn't 
eatin’ in ten days or so andl 
wasn't about to give up my 
meal. Well I’m here to talk 
about it so you can guess who 
won the battle. When | get hun- 
gry for anything, the Alaskan is 
damn well gonna get it! Right 
now I’m hungry for the world’s 
title. 

With Mean Mat guiding my 
career there’s no stoppin’ me 
from grabbin’ one of those 
titles from one of those wimps 
like Rick Martel. 

| came here because | was 
tired of the rat race. | moved to 
the heart of the Alaskan wilder- 
ness to get away from it all. | 
stayed there seven years before 
| met Mean Mat. He promised 
that | could punish the world 
instead of hiding from it. 


WE: Can you describe your 
style of wrestling? 


VC: Anyone who steps into 
the ring with me might as well 
be stepping into the Twilight 
Zone. You can’t control the 
reality of the Alaskan, | control 
you. You’re completely helpless. 

I'd like to issue a challenge 
to any of the three current 


world champions. If Flair, 
Martel, and that melon head 
Hogan are men enough to step 
into the ring with me, they’ve 
signed their death certificates 
in blood red ink. If they’re 
smart and try to duck us, 
believe me, we'll catch up to 
one of them eventually and 
then history shall be made. 

Sooner than anyone can ever 
imagine my name will become 
synonomous with nuclear holo- 
causts and terminal diseases. 
Look out America, we’re here 
to stay! 


WE: Mean Mat, when do you 
plan on putting Van Camp into 
the ring? 


MC: At present, we’re talking 
with the lower 48 promoters 
and I’m hoping to have Burk 
signed in a major wrestling pro- 
motion by the fall. I’m tak- 
ing my time. You see, when 
you've got a hot commodity 
like the Alaskan, you’re lookin’ 
for a big money contract. 

Burk is gettin’ meaner and 
hungrier each day. He can’t 
wait to get his hands on a so- 
called pro wrestler. My main 
man is going to shock a lot of 
people and shock the bankers 
as well. We'll be visiting them 


quite a bit in the future. 


WE: How does it feel to be 
the youngest manager in wres- 
tling history? 


MC: Hey I’ve just begun and 
already the name Mean Mat 
Christensen is in the record 
book. At 18 I’m the youngest 
acting manager in the history 
of professional wrestling; and 
brother that’s saying some- 
thing. How many people do you 
know my age, or any age for 
that matter, who can say 
they've actually made history? 
That's why | can call myself 
Mister Mean Mat Christensen 
and you people can’t. Too bad 
for you. 

Like Roddy Piper says, 
“everybody wants to be a big- 
shot.’ The fans want to look at 
me, touch me; they want to be 
Mister Christensen. There’s not 
a redneck out there who 
wouldn't trade places with me. 
But hey, there’s only one 
Mister Mean Mat Christensen. 


WE: You know you two aren't 
going to win many fans. 


VC: Why the hell should | care 
about the fans? | hate their 
guts! They’re the kind of idiots 
that caused me to leave cCivili- 
zation in the first place. It’s not 
their heads that are being 
busted open, it’s not their 
limbs that are being twisted and 
broken. They sit back in their 
chairs like a bunch of lazy fat 
slobs while a real man like 
myself is up in the ring putting 
my life on the line. The fans 
can go sniff their exhaust pipes 
for all | care! 


WE: Do you feel the same, 
Mean Mat? 


MC: Mean Mat only likes intelli- 
gent successful people like a 
Rowdy Roddy Piper or a Prec- 
ious Paul Ellering; so quite nat- 
urally that leaves out the clock- 
punching fans. Let’s face it, 
wrestling fans as a whole are 
stupid and | don’t like stupid 
people. 


WE: Well, thank you for your 
time. 
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PROMOTER 


OF THE MONTH 





Action Sport Inc. — A new promoter 


on the block 


Seymour, Connecticut — A 
group of former and current 
professional athletes and inves- 
tors with a keen interest in the 
sport of wrestling have an- 
nounced plans for the forma- 
tion of Action Sports Inc. — a 
new national wrestling promo- 
tional organization. 

Action Sports will begin 
holding events at the end of 
1985 and will concentrate in 
the Northeast. The group plans 
to open offices in Houston and 
Denver by mid-1986 to expand 
nationally. According to Action 
Sports’ president, Jerry Lindsley, 
“We used sound public re- 
search to make some early fun- 
damental decisions on our 
direction.” 

“We found,” he adds, ‘that 
interest in the sport of wres- 
tling is growing fast in recogni- 
tion, audiences and new athlete 
participation. Action Sports 
wants to help return the sport 
to the basics.” 

Lindsley said the public 
wants promoters to focus more 
on the events instead of per- 
sonalities or winning the belt. 
He said Action Sports will take 
its chances that their research 
is accurate and the newest au- 
dience members want to see 
wrestling matches — not 
shows. “A little less hype and 
sensationalism and a little 
more of pure, hard, touch and 
competitive wrestling is what 
Action Sports is founded on,” 
he added. 

Action Sports, Inc. will begin 
lining up wrestlers and seek 
new and young faces for pro- 
fessional wrestling. The group 
wants to see wrestling schools 
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become the focal point of the 
sport. Lindsley envisions young 
wrestlers trained there, getting 
their first Chances in Action 
Sports promoted events, and 
eventually farmed into competi- 
tion in various wrestling federa- 
tions and organizations. 

‘We see ourselves in the 
forefront of the explosion and 
recognition of the sport of 
wrestling. Action Sports will 
accomplish this in several 
ways. We will enter new, 
younger talent into the sport, 
we will increase the number of 
events around the nation and 
audience size, and finally 
become a public liason be- 





Jerry Lindsley 


tween the public and the sport. 
Research shows the more the 
public knows about wrestling 
as a good physical sport, the 
more participation, excitement 
and support there is,” Lindsley 
said. 

“We hope though,” he cau- 
tions, “‘ that veteran pro wres- 
tlers and those we introduce to 
the public in their first matches 
remember what the public 
wants — and always focus on 
the event. After all, wrestlers 
are the sport.”’ 

Managers and wrestlers may 
write introductory letters to: . 
Action Sports, Inc., 158 Benham 
Road, Seymour, CT 06483. 
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WHOIS 
CYNDI 
LAUPER? 


The Inside Story On Wendi Richter 
And Her Manager 














The unusual team of World Champion Wendi Richter and her manager, 
Rock 'n’ Roll star Cyndi Lauper 








Maybe the question should 
be — who does Cyndi Lauper 
think she is? Or, is Cyndi 
Lauper any good for wrestling? 
Cyndi has single-handedly 
brought pro wrestling back to 
public popularity. With her in- 
terest in the sport came legions 
of new fans. Trendy and famous 
people — like Diane Keaton, 
Boy George and Tina Turner — 
now tind it fashionable to sit at 
ringside. Likewise, Lauper’s 


publicity appearances as Wendi 
Richter’s manager guarantee 
huge crowds. 

However, it hasn’t been as 
one-sided as it appears. Cyndi 
has also benefitted from her 
wrestling ties. Rowdy Roddy 
Piper gave Miss Lauper’s first 
LP — ‘SHE’S SO UNUSUAL’ — 
plenty of airplay on his national 
TV show ‘Piper’s Pit’. Wrestling 
manager Lou Albano, even if he 
wasn’t her manager, gave her 


singing career a huge push 
with their televised feud. WWF 
champ Hulk Hogan — ina 
white sleeveless tux — carried 
her to the Grammys. She also 
received her first platinum 
record before 22,000 scream- 
ing wrestling fans at Madison 
Square Garden If it wasn’t for 
wrestling, such a ceremony 
might have been held before a 
handful of reporters. Cyndi 
Lauper certainly owes wrestling 
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LeLani Kai — the woman who beat Richter for the belt. 
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LeLani Kai applied a Boston Crab to Wendi Richter 


a lot. 

ls she good for wrestling? 
Some people feel her involve- 
ment has over-shadowed the 
actual wrestlers. A WWF wres- 
tler, who asked that his name 
not be used, said “People talk 
about Lauper, not Richter. It’s a 
shame, because Wendi’s the 
One in the ring getting hurt, not 
Cyndi.”’ Other folks feel rock 
Stars don't belong in wrestling. 
They believe the stars are only 
stealing attention away from 
the grapplers. “Sometimes, | 
don’t know if I'm at a wrestling 
match or arock concert,” quipped 
a fan. | 

The fact that Cyndi has no 
background in the sport has 
already cost Wendi the title. 
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Richter vs. Kai 


When the Fabulous Moolah at- 
tacked the diminutive rock star, 
Richter had no choice but to 
rush out and protect her de- 
fenseless manager. Moolah 
nailed Wendi with a sucker- 
punch and Lelani Kai pinned 
her. In the rematch — part of 
the big ‘Wrestle Mania’ extrava- 
ganza — Wendi re-won her ti- 
tle. Lauper’s appearances at 
ringside are annoying and dan- 
gerous. Last February, while 
Hulk Hogan wrestied Roddy 
Piper, Paul ‘Mr. Wonderful’ Orn- 
dorff took a swipe at Cyndi. “ | 
didn’t like her being around the 
ring. She kept screaming and 
distracting Piper,” said Orn- 
dorff. “She was yelling and 
bothering Piper.” 





The 5'10"” Wendi Richter 
doesn’t need to be managed by 
a novice like Lauper. A native 
of Dallas, Texas, she is an all- 
around athlete and weighs 148 
Ibs. In high school she ran 
cross-country, was a member 
of the track-team’s 4-mile relay 
Squad, and a member of the 
volleyball team. Many other, 
more experienced, managers 
were interested in handling her 
career. However, the 24 year-old 
champion decided on Cyndi. “I 
could tell by her songs, she 
was the kind of person | could 
trust,” explained Wendi. 
Richter might have also been 
influenced by the singer's status 
outside of wrestling. She has 
since appeared (as the waitress) 


in Cyndi’s video “She Bop” and 
has joined the rock star at 
several recording sessions. 

Wendi is married to wrestler 
and TV commentator Hugo 
Savinovich. 

Lauper’s background is totally 
different from Richter’s. The 
hyperactive wrestling manager- - 
rock star was born in Ozone 
Park, Queens, NY. Her parents 
divorced when Cyndi was only 
5 and her mother worked an 
average 12 hour day to support 
them. Cyndi had trouble in 
school and was tossed out four 
times. At 21, she decided to 
become a singer. For years she 
struggled with a small rock 
band called the ‘Blue Angel’. 
Eventually her boyfriend, 
manager David Wolff, was able 
to sign her with Epic Records. 
With the help of pro wrestling 
and an engaging video, her first 
album produced 4 hit songs. 

Cyndi, who is now 32 years 
old, dyed her hair green and 
orange long before she became 
_asinger. ‘Il looked so weird 

ES ata Se  SCOwhen | was a kid the neighbors 
A RARE EARLY SHOT: Wendi brings the full force of her body down on the leg of Kandi Maloy. would throw rocks at me,” 
recalls Lauper. 

Weird or not weird, it was 
Lauper who got Wendi her shot 
at the ladies title. During her fa- 
mous melee with Captain Lou 
Albano, Cyndi asked Wendi to 
wrestle for her. The Captain 
picked the Fabulous Moolah — 
the reigning world champ for 
27 years. Wendi beat the 
Moolah with an explosion of drop- 
kicks and bodyslams. “Cyndi 
made it all possible,” says Wendi. 
“She’s the greatest manager a 
girl ever had. | would never 
have won the title without her!”’ 
Even after protecting Cyndi had 
cost Richter the title, she was 
still true-blue. ‘““Cyndi’s a singer 
and she needs her throat mus- 
cles. The Moolah was chokin’ 
her when | went to help her. I'd 
do it again if | had to.” 





Knowing she is only as good as her last defense, Wendi is constantly in training. Seen here, 
Richter is practicing the Boston Crab submission hold. 


1? " . 





HOW DO YOU FEEL? Does 
wrestling need help from Cyndi 
Lauper or do we have enough 
talent within our own ranks? 
We ask you, the real wrestling 
fans to tell us how you feel. 
Does Cyndi belong in our 
sport? Write in and please tell 
us how you feel. 
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CERTOS & 
ITALIAN COVE RESTAURANT 
“Where Boxing's Elite Dine’ 


Al Certo 
1259 Paterson Plank Rd. 


= Secaucus, NJ 07094 ae 
(201) 867-1544 


MANAGER OF: 

- Mustafa Hamsho-#1 Ranked Middleweight 
James “Buddy” McGirl-New Jersey State Jr. Welter 
Champion 
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gi “RE-NU-U.. works beautifully !’’ 


GEORGE HOLMES ofthe INK SPOTS... 
Says — ‘Since! have been using PLEASURE SHAVE, ithas 
solved my shaving problems — and no more five-o’-clock 
shadow! | also use RE-NU-U Hair Rejuvenating Lotion and 
it works beautifully ! | stopped my fallout and have even 
filled in my bald spots. 


PLEASURE SHAVE is the Best Skin Care Treatment for 
in-grown hair, razor bumps and shaving rash. 100% 
Money Back Guarantee (if not satisfied within 30 days). 
Rub Pleasure Shave into the skin after shaving and before bedtime. 


You will see results ina few days and mostskin problems are goneina 
few weeks. Guaranteed ! 


ORDER NOW! 


(11 PLEASURE SHAVE - 3 Months Supply — $19.95 
CO HAIR REJUVENATOR - 3 Months Supply - $39.95 


O Check or Money Order (No COD) 
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Order Total 


Address {) Master Card OVisa Exp Date 

Sales Tax (NV residents add 5.75%) 
1st Class Shipping 

Stale Zip Signatinte, — (outside U.S. $4.) $3.00 


1 ey, Card # 


T.S.C. Ltd. P.0.80x 70960 —_ LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89170-0960 Tote 
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A SINGLE ISSUE OF GWNS IS ONLY 
$1.50 WITH A SELF ADDRESSED 
STAMPED ENVELOPE. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES ARE $7.00 
FOR 4 MONTHS. 


A YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION IS $21.00. 


GLOBAL WRESTLING NEWS SERVICE, 
31 GROVELAND ST., 
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01108 





‘ Become A Professional Wrestler... 


“This One Has It All!” 
No Monthly Lessons! No Additional Charges! 







Learn all you need to know to become é 
y, Professional Wrestler. Find out how to 

fq Vier contact promoters in your state. Also 

iyracaee earn the professional way to train. 





Send $4.00 In Check or Money Order To 


BELLEW, 380 Fifth Ave., Suite #532, New York, NY 10018 ~ 





HISTORY OF 
WOMEN’S 
WRESTLING 


by Gene Gordon & Mike Bellew 
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Mildred Burke World Champion. 
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Nell Stewart 





1913 — Mildred (Burke) Blis 
is born in Coffeyville, Kansas 

1919 — Cora Livingston of 
America claims the world 
women’s wrestling champion- 
ship. Ladies’ wrestling is done 
on stages and travelling booths. 
Not until Mildred Burke does it 
advance to an arena sport. 

1932 — Jean Hackenschmidt 
claims the European title. 
- 1935 — Mildred Burke (5'5” 
-115 Ibs.) starts her wrestling 
career with manager-husband 
Billy Wolfe. Women wrestling 
women is illegal in much of the 
United States, so Mildred 
challenges men. Wolfe offers 
$25.00 to any amateur man 


(within 20 Ibs. of Mildred’s 
weight) who can pin her. Burke 
beats over 200 men with only 1 
defeat. 

1936 — Mae Weston of 


Leavenworth, Kansas turns pro. 


1937 — Billy Wolfe presents 
the first girl tag team match in 
Ohio. Gladys Gillman & Mae 
Weston beat Wilma Ford & 
Mary Burns. 

1938 — Burke beats Babe 
Gordon in ‘mud match’ in 
Akron, Ohio... Mary Brewer of 
Brixton, England beats Elmo 
Marcel of France in England... 
Women’s wrestling is strictly 
forbidden in NY, Illinois 
California and Michigan. States 


like New Jersey & Ohio allow 
the matches. 

1939 — 14,000 people watch 
Mildred Burke beat Lupe 
Acosta in Monterey, Mexico. 

1940 — Ann Casey is born 
Sept. 29, in Southern Mississippi. 

1941 — 18,000 people watch 
Burke beat Elvira Snodgrass in 
Louisville, KY. . 

1943 — Mildred Burke beats 
Mae Weston in Newark, Nu... 
Gloria Barattini defeats Ella 
Waldek in Patterson, Nu... 
California allows a limited 
amount of ladies’ matches. 

1944 — California bans 
women from ‘public combat for 
profit’. 
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June Byers — World Champion. 


Betsy Ross 








Bette Boucher 
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1945 — Mildred Burke is uni- 
versally recognized as world 
champ. Some of the top stars 
are Mae Weston, Dolly Dalton, 
Ethel Henderson, Grace Cos- 
tello and Dolly West. 

1948 — Cora Combs of 
Hazard, KY. turns pro...Over 200 
women are wrestling for the 
Burke - Wolfe organization... 
New Jersey outlaws girl grap- 
plers...June Byers (5'7”-150 
Ibs.) turns pro. 

1951 — Viviane Vachon is 
born in Montreal, Canada... 
Burke makes a movie called 
‘Lipstick and Dynamite’. 


1952 — Mildrd Burke 
divorces Billy Wolfe. The sharp 
manager marries June Byers 
and guides her to the NWA 
ladies’championship. 

1954 — June Byers defeats 
Mildred Burke in Atlanta, win- 
ning the championship belt 
that once belonged to Cora 
Livingstone... Burke refuses to 
accept the defeat and forms 
the WWW in California... Judy 
Grable, a former circus acrobat, 
turns pro... Lillian (the Fabulous 
Moolah) Ellison returns from 
South Africa to make her 
American wrestling debut in 


Boston... Mildred Burke leads 
the first group of American 
ladies to Japan. The Japanese 
are very impressed and form 
their own group. 

1955 — Illinois Supreme Court 
allows women to wrestle... 
Penny Banner and Lorraine 
Johnson win world tag team 
tournament in Ohio...The top 
Japanese Ladies are Aiko 
lwamoto and Keiko Yamada. 

1956 — Women’s wrestling 
hits highest popularity... The 
Fabulous Moolah claims world 
title after winning a tournament 
in Baltimore. Moolah beats 
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The Fabulous Moolah vs. Sheila Sheppard. 





June Byers in the finals — two 


Straight falls...The top ladies in- 


clude Mars Bennett, Cora 
Combs and Lilian Bitter. 

1962 — Cora Combs gives 
birth to future contender, 
Debbie Combs. 

1963 — Betty Niccoli turns 
pro... The Michigan Athletic 
‘Board of Control suspends pro- 
moter Ray Lengan for staging a 
bout between Candy Carroll 
and Vicki Adams...Among the 
top ladies are Karen Kellogg, 
Penny Banner, Kay Noble, Judy 
Grable and Rose Roman. 

1964 — June Byers retires on 
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June 1...The Fabulous Moolah 
is then universally accepted as 
world champion. Moolah will 
rule for the next 21 years...Donna 
Christanello turns pro in Pitts- 
burgh...4,243 people watch 
Moolah pin Princess Little 
Cloud in Jacksonville, Florida... 
Judy Grable & Betty Boucher 
defeat Lola Garcia & Olga 
Martinez in Springfield, MO... 
Moolah defeats Vickie Page in 
Los Angeles. 

1965 — Moolah beats Ann 
Casey in another title defense. 
1966 — Michigan legalizes 

girl wrestling... Moolah beats 





Betty Boucher. 

1968 — Lina Magnani of Italy 
is generally accepted as the 
European Champion... The most 
popular girl wrestler in France 
is the masked ‘Blue Angel’. 

1970 — Moolah beats Viviane 
Vachon in Montreal...Sandy 
Parker turns pro. 

1972 — New York lifts its 
ban on women’s wrestling. 

1974 — Several wrestling 
magazines try to pass off posed 
models as ‘apartment wres- 
tling’. The fad is very short- 
lived with fans preferring the 
real stuff...Among the top 
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The Fabulous Moolah — World Champion. 





a eel 


~~. - i 
o* -* eS A. 


eS 
Wendi Richter — World Champion. 





ladies are Sue Green, Joyce 
Grable, Vicky Williams and 
Paula Kaye. The top rule 
breaker is Donna Christenello... 
Sherri West defeats Daisy Mae 
in Rock Hill, S.C... Tami Love of 
Kerenerville, N.C., turns pro. 
1975 — Sandy Parker wins 
the US Girls’ Championship in 
a tournament. Sandy had been 
recognized by the WWA as 
world champion... The WFIA 
(Wrestling Fans International 
Association) selects Moolah as 
Female Wrestler of the Year. 
1978 — Trudie Vachon, the 
daughter of Paul ‘the Butcher’ 


Vachon, turns pro. Trudie tours 
Japan with her Aunt Vivian. 

1979 — Wendi Richter turns 
pro...Beverly Shade & Natasha 
capture the US tag team 
championships. 

1981 — Lelani Kai defeats 
Donna Christanello in Holly- 
wood, FLA...Susan Ferrare 
beats Wendy Richter in 
Stewart, Canada...England’s 
champ Susan Brittain retires. 
25 year-old Dawn Kidney wins 
Brittains’ vacated title. 

1983 — The WFIA selects 
Candy Divine as Female Wres- 
tler of the Year...2 first-rate 


movies are released on ladies’ 
wrestling — BELOW THE BELT 
starring Mildred Burke & Regina 
Baff and CALIFORNIA DOLLS 
(ALL THE MARBLES) starring 
Peter Falk, Vicki Frederick & 
Laurene Landon. 

1984 — July 23, Wendi 
Richter, managed by rock star 
Cyndi Lauper, beats the Fabu- 
lous Moolah for the WWF ladies’ 
championship. 

1985 — Feb. 18, Lelani Kai, 
managed by ex-champ Moolah, 
defeats Richter for the title. 
March 30, Richter regains. the ti- 
tle from Lelani Kai. 
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DON’T MISS A SINGLE 
PILE-DRIVING ISSUE 
SUBSCRIBE NOW AT THIS 
| LOW PRICE!!! 


16 PAGES OF COLOR IN 
WRESTLING’S BIGGEST 
MAGAZINE 82 ACTION 

m= PAGES!!! 

= INSIDE STORIES ON 

~ WRESTLING GREATS OF 
- TODAY AND YESTERDAY! 





SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


JEMS INC. 
P.O. BOX 863 
= © NORTH BERGEN, Nu 07047 

CENTERFOLD: 4 : \) rt) 

JIM BRUNZELL fy i ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION US _ $24.00 
RIC FLAIR & Ce ‘ (12 EXCITING ISSUES) 


CANADA & FOREIGN $30.00 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 
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LIZ CHASE 





ls Wendi Afraid Of Her? 





“Winning has become very 
important to me. Although | see 
wrestling as a sport like all 
sports, there are also rules 
which opponents must follow. | 
love scientific wrestling. It’s 
like training for a chess match. 
You must think all the time and 
plan several moves ahead. Yet, 
in the ring | Know anything can 
happen, and | love that part of 
wrestling. It keeps the sport ex- 
citing and me fully alert.” 

‘“l express myself in many 
ways. As an artist | would cove! 
my stretched canvas with all 
the energy | had, yet still 
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carefully plan and practice 
each element. Now in the ring 
when | want to express my 
emotions and give my all, | do 
it in a more complete way. | 
use my entire body, trying to 
see myself as a living sculpture 
that must prove its quality.”’ 

“! Know that when a vicious 
girl enters the ring, | must be 
able to cope with whatever hap- 
pens. During some of my ear- 
llest matches | was almost sent 
into shock by the cheating tac- 
tics used by some of the pros. 
But through the encourage- 
ment and discipline of my man- 


ager and trainer, | can deal with 
it now. If the fans like you, they 
want you to be a winner and 
through it all | seek to win.” 

‘Il try to train five or six days 
a week. | start my mornings 
with stretching exercises, then 
| either wrestle for two hours or 
go power walking. | then have 
lunch, also take a lot of vita- 
mins, and lift weights. | alter- 
nate days of upper body work, 
and then lower back. Also, 
exercises to develop my 
shoulders and arms by doing 
hand stands, and incline bench 
press to work the upper body. 
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RAMADA 
SAN JUAN 


HOTEL AND CASINO 





lam leeks 
ale ccie aleieslielalehecisiavome 
olanlelialscmaariene)(eMivelate 
elealelelalecmiiivamantele(siaa 
day luxury and the flavor f& 
of Europe. = 


OMEN Tee! (21a Wield ie Cefola 
AS Casino Guests 


For Special Casino 
executive Packages 
Please Call: 

A ets(aores (ats p{aVs(9 





Located directly on 300 feet of private Gold Coast 
Condado Beach, the Ramada San Juan offers you > 
entertainment par excellence. The Polo Room and — 
Lounge features gourmet food, gracious service, live | 
entertainment and an open patio overlooking the — 
beach and swimming pool. 


magnificent, ocean view room above the restaurant 
and lounge. | 
The guest rooms are all kingsize and beautifully | 
appointed. 
For reservations call your Travel Agent or Ramada 
San Juan. Call Toll Number 1-800-228-2828. 





1045 Ashford Avenue, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00907 
(809) 724-5657 
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HERE'S TO YO 
AMERICA. 
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ANHEUSER-BUSCH, INC, 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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